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February 13, 2025 
Franklin Conservation Commission   
355 E. Central Street 
Franklin, MA 02038 
 
Re: Bordering Land Subject to Flooding Analysis 
 444 East Central Street, Franklin, Massachusetts (DEP File No. 159-1306) 
 
Dear Franklin Conservation Commission, 
  
Goddard Consulting, LLC, (Goddard) is pleased to submit this memorandum on behalf of, TAG Central LLC (the 
Applicant) to document the extent of Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) on the locus site as depicted on 
site plans submitted under the Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) application filed for 444 
East Central Street in Franklin, MA (DEP File No. 159-1306). 
 
Two hard copies and a digital copy have been submitted for the Commission’s review and approval. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Chris Frattaroli at (617) 620-2740. 
 
Sincerely, 
Goddard Consulting, LLC 

 
Chris Frattaroli  
Lead Wetland Scientist       
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1.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The locus site, 444 East Central Street in Franklin, MA, has been in use as a nursery for many decades until the 
present. The site is bisected by a perennial stream. Other resource areas onsite include Riverfront Area (RFA), 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), Isolated Vegetated Wetlands (IVW) and Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 
(BLSF). 
 
The wetland system on the locus site is contiguous with an expansive wetland system downgradient to the south. 
Surface water that flows through the perennial stream onsite merges with Uncas Brook, another perennial stream, 
just to the south of the site, and flows in an easterly direction. Uncas Brook, and its associated wetland system, 
channelize and flow under Northern Spy Road via a culvert. 
 
A FEMA Flood Zone A (1% annual chance of flooding) is mapped on the locus site and extends to the east along 
Uncas Brook. This area of the FEMA Flood Zone does not have a provided Base Flood Elevation (BFE), which 
would typically be matched to a contour line to depict the extent of the Flood Zone A, and corresponding BLSF, on 
site plans. 
 

2.0 PROPOSED BLSF 

Because the FEMA Flood Zone polygon does not provide a BFE, overlaying this polygon on the site plans would 
result in an arbitrary BLSF boundary that does not follow any contour line and therefore would misrepresent the 
probable extent of floodwater during the 100-year storm. As such, Goddard and the project’s engineer, Allen and 
Major Associates, Inc. (A&M) propose assigning a BFE to this Flood Zone for the purposes of this ANRAD. 
 
Goddard and A&M have identified the location where Uncas Brook flows under Northern Spy Road as the highest 
elevation of impoundment for the broader wetland system in question. A&M has taken field survey measurements of 
the road crest at this location. The road crest here is situated at elevation 270.93. This is corroborated by publicly 
available LIDAR contour data, which displays this elevation as 271’. Please reference attached graphic BLSF Analysis, 
prepared by Goddard Consulting LLC, dated 2/12/2025. 
 
During a major flood event, such as the 100-year storm as depicted by FEMA Flood Zone A and regulated as BLSF, 
the highest elevation to which this wetland system can possibly flood is elevation 270.93’, at the road crest of Northern 
Spy Road. Any floodwater that would otherwise exceed this elevation would simply flow over the road crest at this 
location, rendering it impossible for this wetland system, and consequently the wetland system on the locus site, to 
flood to any elevation greater than 270.93’. 
 
Therefore, it is Goddard and A&M’s professional opinion that establishing the 271’ contour as a BFE for the FEMA 
Flood Zone on the site is appropriate and reflects on-the-ground conditions more accurately than the FEMA Flood 
Zone polygon. As such, the extent of BLSF as shown on the site plans is shown as extending up to contour 271’. 
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