McArthur Environmental Consulting, LL.C
57 Eaton Road

Framingham, Massachusetts 01701
mcarthurenvironmental@gmail.com
508-904-6440

March 12, 2025

Mr. Jeffrey Livingstone, Chairman
Franklin Conservation Commission
355 East Central Street

Franklin, MA 02038

Re:

DEP File #CE159-1310
16 Hemlock Lane
Franklin, Massachusetts

Dear Chairman Livingstone and Commissioners:

On behalf of the Applicant, John Prunier, McArthur Environmental Consulting, LLC, respectfully
submits this letter to address the Franklin Conservation Commission and the Conservation
Director’s comments and concerns regarding the proposed construction of an addition and deck at
the back of the existing house at 16 Hemlock Lane in Franklin, Massachusetts within the 100-foot
buffer zone and the locally regulated 25 and 50-foot buffer zones to a Bordering Vegetated
Wetland.

A stormwater basin exists on the Town of Franklin owned property to the east of the
subject property. The limits of the basin were not originally delineated because as a man-
made stormwater feature that is regularly maintained, it was assumed that this basin was
not a resource area. However, based on the review by the Conservation Director, this
basin is a regulated wetland resource and as such, it does have associated buffer zones.
The site plan has been revised based on GIS mapping to show the approximate limits of
buffer zones offset from this basin, on the subject property.

The project proposes to install one drywell within an area of lawn outside of the locally
regulated 50-foot buffer zone, but within the 100-foot buffer zone to capture clean rooftop
runoff from the new addition. This drywell is a Cultec 330 XLHD. It has been sized for a
l-inch storm event. With the new addition roof size of 648 square feet, the drywell will
need to accommodate 54 cubic feet of volume. The Cultec 33 XLHD is oversized and will
hold 79.26 cubic feet of volume. A section of drain line leading to the drywell from the
house will lie within the 50-foot buffer zone however this has already been accounted for
in the impact calculation. The original site plan (as submitted with the Notice of Intent)
shows the drywell detail and the volume calculation.

Erosion controls at the site will be left in place, post construction, until the Conservation
Director signs off on their removal.

Abutter notification has been mailed out prior to the first hearing via certified mail (green
cards). Copies of the green cards are attached to this letter. Two letters were never picked
up but the receipts to show proof of mailing are included.

The Applicant is proposing work within the 25-foot buffer zone and is requesting a
Variance from the local bylaw. Per Section 5.1 of the Franklin Final Rules and
Regulations, “The Commission may grant a variance from these regulations upon a
showing by the applicant that any proposed work, or its natural and consequential impacts
and effects, will not have any adverse effect upon any of the interests protected in Chapter
181 of the Town of Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw.” Approximately 10.57 sf of



permanent impacts and 60 sf of temporary impacts are proposed within the 25-foot buffer
zone. This impact will result from the installation of helical piles which will support the
new addition and deck as well as a small concrete base where the deck stairs meet the
ground. All work is proposed within previously disturbed areas of lawn. Temporary
impacts will result from the installation of the drywell underground piping as well as the
movement of equipment to install the helical piles. Prior to any ground disturbance, an
erosion and sediment control barrier shall be installed at the downgradient limits of work.
As mitigation for the work in the 25-foot buffer zone, the Applicant is proposing to plant 5
native shrubs within the 25-foot buffer zone at the edge of the lawn.

We look forward to discussing these items at the next regularly scheduled Franklin Conservation
Commission meeting.

Sincerely,

' Lusgn Mebobhn

Susan McArthur, Wetland Scientist
McArthur Environmental Consulting, LL.C

CC:  John Prunier, Homeowner/Applicant
Attachments:  Abutter Green Cards

Resource Area Summary Form — Revised
Site Plan - Revised



Town of Franklin Conservation Commission

RESOURCE AREA IMPACT SUMMARY FORM

The Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw
Franklin Town Code Section 181

Resource Area

Alteration Proposed

Mitigation
Proposed

Bordering Vegetated Wetland

(SF)

Bank (LF)

Land Under Water Bodies (SF)

Isolated Wetland (SF)

Vernal Pool (SF)

Buffer Zone (SF)

10.57 sf (25’ buffer)(perm.)
7.85 sf (50'buffer)(perm.)
900 sf (100’ buffer)(temp.)
60 sf (50’ buffer)(temp.)

5 native shrub
plantings [northern
arrowwood highbush
blueberry)

Riverfront (SF)

100-Year Floodplain (CF)

(SF) = Square Feet
(LF) = Linear Feet
(CF) = Cubic Feet Flood Storage

Rev. 8/22/19

Resource Area Impact Summary Form
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