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10 Lincoln Road, Suite 210 

Foxborough, MA 02035 

508-543-1755 

8 Blackstone Valley Place 

Lincoln, RI 02865 

401-334-4100 

14 Bobala Road, Suite 2B 

Holyoke, MA 01040 

413-507-3448 

1 Library Lane 

Kingston, NH 03848 

603-696-1722  
 

 

 

November 26, 2025 

 

Mr. William Buckley, P.E. 

Bay Colony Group, Inc. 

4 School Street 

Foxborough, MA  02035 

 

Re:     Wetland Delineation 

           Symphony Drive – Map 218, Parcel 020 

           Franklin, MA 

           Pare Project No. 18170.58 

 

 

Dear Mr. Buckley, 

 

Pare Corporation (Pare) delineated the wetland resource areas affecting an undeveloped parcel of land 

located on Symphony Drive in Franklin (the site). The site is approximately 7 acres in size and is designated 

as Parcel 020 on Foxborough Assessor’s Map 218. The delineation was completed to establish the limits of 

wetland resource areas and buffer zones that may impact future development on the property. Pare’s 

investigation and delineation of wetlands were on March 13, 2025. 

 

The following report describes the delineated wetlands, discusses the delineation methodology, and 

summarizes our review of published mapping for the site.  Attached to this report are the following 

materials: a Site Location Map, an Annotated Aerial Photograph, an excerpt from the FEMA Flood 

Insurance Rate Map, annotated photographs of the site wetlands, and completed BVW Data Forms for 

representative plots along wetland/upland borders. 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

Wetland edges were delineated in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 

(310 CMR 10.55, referred to as the WPA Regulations), and the methodology specified in the publication 

entitled Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

(Jackson, 2022) and The Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: 

North Central and Northeast Region, Version 2.0 (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, January 2012). 

 

Pink field flags were placed at appropriate intervals along wetland/upland borders. Primary parameters 

evaluated in wetland delineation included vegetation, hydric soil indicators, and visual indicators of wetland 

hydrology such as water-stained leaves and saturated soils. The ordinary high water mark of a Potential 

Vernal Pool bordering the site was flagged according to visual indicators of flooding, including water 

staining on the ground’s surface and water marks on woody vegetation.During the delineation, BVW Data 

Forms were completed for representative plots along the wetland/upland border.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mr. William Buckley (2) November 26, 2025 

  

 

WETLAND DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Isolated Vegetated Wetlands 

Two (2) forested wetlands are present on the site. Neither of these areas possess surface connections to 

waterbodies or waterways and are therefore Isolated Vegetated Wetlands (IVW). The Town of Franklin 

Wetlands Protection Bylaw (referred to herein as the Bylaw) protects all freshwater wetlands, regardless of 

size or connectivity with other wetlands. In addition, the Conservation Commission Rules and Regulations 

establish that freshwater wetlands have an associated 0-25 foot No Disturbance Zone, a 25-50 foot Buffer 

Zone, and a 50- 100 foot Buffer Zone. Each of these areas is described below. 

  

 

Wetland A 

 

Flag series A-1 to A-25 defines the perimeter of an IVW at the east side of the site. This area consists of a 

shallow low-lying area in the slope approximately 0.29 acres in size that appears to be fed by a combination 

of groundwater seepage and overland runoff. An upland island, which was not delineated, is present in the 

central portion of the IVW. While most of the area has seasonally saturated hydrology, a shallow depression 

in the southwestern portion of the wetland interior appears to be seasonally flooded, holding 1 to 2 inches 

of standing water at the time of delineation. Observed indicators of flooding and site topography suggest 

that flooding within this area is limited to several inches. As such, the IVW does not appear to meet the 

depth and volume criteria of an Isolated Land Subject to Flooding (ILSF) under the WPA Regulations; 

however, as noted above, the Bylaw protects all freshwater wetlands and associated local buffer zones, 

regardless of size or connectivity with other wetlands. 

 

According to MAGIS data layer PVP_PT.shp (2013), a mapped potential vernal pool (PVP) is located 

within the general area of this wetland. However,  the area does not contain a basin-like depression with 

adequate depth to support  vernal pool habitat and is unlikely to sustain flooding for two continuous months 

in any given year. Therefore, Pare has determined that the PVP does not meet the definition of a Vernal 

Pool under the Bylaw.  

 

The IVW is dominated Red Maple (Acer rubrum), White Oak (Quercus alba), Red Oak (Quercus rubra), 

and American Beech (Fagus grandifolia). The understory was dominated by Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra 

alnifolia) with ground cover dominated by Cinnamon Fern (Osmunda cinnamomea). Other evidence of 

hydrology included water staining, standing water, trees with buttressed roots, saturation, and drainage 

patterns. Species of vegetation observed within the wetland included, but were not limited to, the following:  

 

Common Name Scientific Name Indicator Status 

Red Oak Quercus rubra FACU 

White Oak Quercus alba FACU 

White Pine Pinus strobus FACU 

Red Maple Acer rubrum FAC 

Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica FACW 

Birch Betula sp. FAC or Wetter  

Highbush Blueberry Vaccinium corymbosum FACW 

Black Huckleberry Gaylussacia baccata FACU 

Sweet Pepperbush Clethra alnifolia FAC 

Cinnamon Fern Osmunda cinnamomea FACW 

Princess Pine  Lycopodium obscurum FACU 

         

  



 

 

 

Mr. William Buckley (3) November 26, 2025 

  

 

 Wetland B 

 

An oblong-shaped isolated wetland  bisects the southwest side of the site, extending offsite to the north and 

south. Flag series B-1 to B-14 and B-100 to B-106 define the east and west edges of the IVW, respectively, 

beginning at the south property boundary and extending north. Additional data is required to determine 

whether the area meets the depth and volume criteria of an Isolated Land Subject to Flooding (ILSF) under 

the WPA Regulations; however, as noted in previous sections, the Bylaw protects all freshwater wetlands 

and associated local buffer zones, regardless of size or connectivity with other wetlands. 

 

According to MAGIS data layer PVP_PT.shp (2013), a PVP is present in the wetland interior offsite to the 

north. Pare reviewed this area and found a basin-like depression holding standing water 2 to 4 inches deep 

at the time of delineation, with visual indicators of flooding suggesting that the area may hold standing 

water for a sustained period. Additional investigation during the spring season is necessary to determine 

whether the area meets the physical and biological criteria of a certifiable vernal pool. However, given the 

possibility of vernal pool habitat, Pare placed flags PVP-1 to PVP-8 along the southeastern boundary to 

capture the extent of the PVP bordering the site. 

 

The onsite portion of the wetland is dominated by Red Maple (Acer rubrum), Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica), and 

Red Oak (Quercus rubra). A dense understory of Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) and 

Huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata) transitions into an interior dominated by Highbush Blueberry 

(Vaccinium corymbosum) and Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia). Pronounced microtopographic relief 

was observed in the wetland interior. The hydrology of the wetlands were saturated to seasonally flooded. 

Species of vegetation observed within the wetland included, but were not limited to, the following:  

 

Common Name Scientific Name Indicator Status 

Red Oak Quercus rubra FACU 

Black Tupelo Nyssa sylvatica FAC 

Sassafras  Sassafras albidum FACU 

White Pine Pinus strobus FACU 

Red Maple Acer rubrum FAC 

Highbush Blueberry Vaccinium corymbosum FACW 

Black Huckleberry Gaylussacia baccata FACU 

Sweet Pepperbush Clethra alnifolia FAC 

Cinnamon Fern Osmunda cinnamomea FACW 

Princess Pine  Lycopodium obscurum FACU 

          

 

REVIEW OF PUBLISHED MAPPING 

 

Review of published mapping and relevant MassGIS data layers on November 26, 2025 revealed the 

following: 

 

• No Certified Vernal Pools are located on the subject property.  

 

• One Potential Vernal Pool (PVP) is mapped on the subject property in the general area of Wetland A. 

which was not found to possess the physical characteristics of a vernal pool. A second PVP is located 

offsite to the northwest within the interior of Wetland B, and further study would be required to 

determine whether the area meets the criteria of a vernal pool. See “Wetland Descriptions” section. 

 

• There is no mapped Priority or Estimated Habitat of state-listed species on the site.  

 



 

 

 

Mr. William Buckley (4) November 26, 2025 

  

 

• The site is not located within Outstanding Resource Waters.  

 

• The site is not located within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.  

 

• According to the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the site (Community Panel No. 

25021C0307F, effective July 8, 2025), the entire site is located within Zone X, Areas of Minimal Flood 

Hazard.  . The FIRM is attached as Figure 3. 

 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to assist you with this project. If you have any questions regarding 

project permitting or other issues, or require further assistance, please do not hesitate to call. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren H. Gluck, P.W.S. 

Managing Environmental Scientist 

 

LHG/TC 
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Pare Corporation                                     Symphony Drive

Pare Project No. 18170.58 Franklin, MA

Photo No. 1: Northwest edge of Wetland A, facing southeast toward Symphony Drive. 

Photo No. 2: Small area of shallow flooding in Wetland A interior, facing southeast 

toward Symphony Drive.



Pare Corporation                                     Symphony Drive

Pare Project No. 18170.58 Franklin, MA

Photo No. 3: Typical view of Wetland B bisecting west end of property.

Photo No. 4: View of PVP in Wetland B interior, offsite to the northwest. 




































































