
Franklin Community Gardens 
 

Garden Rules and Regulations 
 
Purpose: 

 
The purpose of this document is to establish the eligibility requirements and the rules of garden use 

for Franklin Community Gardens. 

 

 

Scope: 
 
All gardeners and volunteers who use the gardens that are part of Franklin Community Gardens. 

 

General Information: 
 

● Eligibility for garden space: Application for garden bed lease shall be open to any current 

resident, property owner, local community group, business operator, or employee of the Town 

of Franklin. 
● Gardener dues are: $40.00 per season. 
● Gardeners may sign up or renew beds through the Town of Franklin Recreation Department, 

phone: (508) 613-1666, email: franklinrecreation@franklin.ma.us. 
● Leased beds may be renewed to gardeners in good standing by 2/28, after that we will fill 

open garden beds with folks on the waiting list. 
● If any unassigned beds remain after May 15 and there is no one on the wait list, the Garden 

Committee will notify gardeners that additional beds are available. Gardeners may then have 

the option of leasing one additional bed for that growing season only. The additional bed is 

not automatically renewable.  We will assign these second beds through a fair lottery process. 
● The Garden Committee is responsible for ensuring that the rules are followed at all times. 

 

Rules and Regulations: 
 

 As a gardener, I accept and will abide by the following: 

 

● I will actively garden my bed during the gardening season. 
● If I must abandon my bed for any reason, I will notify the current Garden Coordinator. 
● I will keep my bed weeded and free of trash and debris, and I will maintain the areas 

immediately surrounding my bed, including pathways, in the same manner. 
● If my bed becomes poorly maintained, I understand I will be contacted by a member of the 

Garden Committee via email on record. I will have one week to respond. If the Committee 

receives no response after that time, my bed will be reassigned. 
● If I am unable to maintain my bed for any reason, whether short term or long term, I will 

notify the Recreation Department at (508) 613-1666 immediately. 
● The Community Garden requires ongoing maintenance. Therefore, I agree to complete at 

least 4 hours per season toward garden maintenance. 
● I will harvest my bed in a timely manner. 
● At the close of gardening season, I will remove all non-wintering plants and man-made 

objects from in and around my bed. Objects are not to be stored on the ground next to beds 

for safety reasons. Storage is available in the shed. Additionally, I will compost all non-

wintering plants in my bed. 
● I will garden only in my own bed unless given permission by another bed user. 
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● I understand all beds at Franklin Community Gardens will be organic and that the use of non-

organic fertilizers, insecticides or weed repellents is forbidden. When in doubt, contact the 

Garden Coordinator. 
● I understand that I will be held responsible for guests I bring to Franklin Community Gardens. 
● I will not bring pets to the garden. 
● I understand that my bed is not transferable. 
● I understand that the Town of Franklin is not responsible for my actions. I therefore agree to 

hold harmless the Town of Franklin for any liability, damage, loss or claim that occurs in 

connection with use of the garden by me or any of my guests. 
● Franklin Community Garden reserves the right to revoke bed use if a gardener violates any 

rules and regulations established by the Town or by Franklin Community Gardens. No refund 

will be provided for any garden beds that have been revoked due to misuse. 
● I will abide by all rules and regulations established by Franklin Parks and Recreation for the 

use of Municipal Facilities. 
 


