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TRI-COUNTY VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 
 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 
The existing Tri-County Regional Vocational school site, located at 147 Pond Street in Franklin, The 

existing school building, constructed in 1977, is a multi-level steel framed, masonry clad building of 
approximately 285,000 square feet. The site is approximately 60.5 acres. There have been no 
additions.  
 
The property is abutted by single family residences to the North and West. Larger condominium 
complex is located to the South/Southeast of the existing site. An open, wooded lot owned by the 
Town’s Affordable Housing Trust is located to the east. The existing site has frontage along both Pond 

and Old West Central Street.  The site slopes downgradient 80-100 feet in height from 
north/northwest to south/southwest, with the high point northeast of the property and the low point(s) 
at the bordering vegetated wetlands resource areas along the south and southwest portions of the site. 
All proposed development will occur on the northern/eastern sides of the wetlands delineation. 
 
The Tri-County High School development will include a new a compact, three-story, rectangular 
design fitting into the available buildable area into the sloping behind the existing school.  The building 

will be located on a newly created level area and will be accessed by both the existing driveway and a 
new access drive from the existing access road. The main entrance will be the focal point of the new 
entrance drive; framed by the three-story vertical stair tower and sloping roof of the library/learning 
commons. The proposed site include reconfigured athletic fields, parking/drive aisles, pedestrian 
connectivity (via sidewalks), landscaping, new utilities and a proposed stormwater management system 
designed in accordance with the Massachusetts DEP Stormwater Standards, as well as the Town of 

Franklin Stormwater Bylaw.     
 
1.1 Existing Conditions 
 
The Plan entitled T-1 “Topographic Plan of Land” (by Samiotes Consultants, Inc. last revised March 18, 
2024 illustrates the existing conditions, topography, wetland resource areas, vegetation/trees, and 
hardscape areas using field survey data. 

 
1.2 Regional Context 
 
Land use surrounding the property is a single-family and multi-home residential area, with an open 
wooded lot located to the East of the school.  SKCE-001 (Site Locus Plan) in the Appendix depicts the 
context of the property in relation to the neighborhood. 
 

1.3 Resource Areas 
 
On March 23, 2023 and February 1, 2024, Brad Holmes of ECR delineated the wetland resource 
areas throughout the property. The limits of the wetland resource areas are represented on the 
Topographic Plan of Land, noted in Section 1.1, and was used as the base plan in developing the 
proposed site improvements.  
 

Wetlands were delineated in accordance with the procedures established in the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) and the Town of Franklin Wetlands Bylaw. 
Numbered and sequence flags were placed in the field to identify the limit of wetland resource area. 
 
A copy of the reports and data sheets are included in the Appendix.  
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An Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) is currently on file with the Town, with 
an anticipated Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD) being issued in April 2024. 
 
1.4 Wetland Resource Areas 
 

The project site was found to contain a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) and Isolated Vegetated 
Wetlands (IVW) within the property limits and adjacent to the site. This wetland resource areas, 
delineated by flags: 
 

• BVW A1 to A30 

• BVW B1 to B40 

• IVW C1 to C12 

• BVW D1 to D17 

• BVW F1 to F25 

• IVW G1 to G13  

• IVW 200-219 (Stormwater basin - Local jurisdictional resource area per bylaw only, not subject 
to MADEP WPA) 

• IVW SW1-SW106; BA1-BA9 (Stormwater basin - Local jurisdictional resource area per bylaw 
only, not subject to MADEP WPA) 

 
The “A” through “D” wetlands are located to the southwest of the school and the “G” and “F” 
wetlands are located within the northwestern portion of the site. Local jurisdictional resource areas 
located within the existing solar field. 

 
1.5 Bordering Land Subject to Flooding  
  
This site does not contain areas mapped as Land Subject to Flooding (FEMA Flood Zones). SKCE-003 
FEMA Flood Zones map is included within the appendix. 
 

1.6 Estimated Habitats of Rare Wetlands Wildlife 
 
The project area is not within Estimated Habitat of Rare Wetlands Wildlife or Priority Habitat and 
contains no certified vernal pools as determined by reference to Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife – Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) data available on MassGIS. 
SKCE-004 NHESP map is included within the appendix. 
 

2.0 Project Description 
 
The Tri-County High School development will include a new a compact, three-story, rectangular 
design fitting into the available buildable area into the sloping behind the existing school.  The building 
will be located on a newly created level area and will be accessed by both the existing driveway and a 
new access drive from the existing access road. The main entrance will be the focal point of the new 
entrance drive; framed by the three-story vertical stair tower and sloping roof of the library/learning 

commons. The proposed site will include reconfigured athletic fields, parking, pedestrian connectivity 
(via sidewalks), landscaping, new utilities and a proposed stormwater management system designed in 
accordance with the Massachusetts DEP Stormwater Standards, as well as the Town of Franklin 
Stormwater Bylaw.     
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The Stormwater Report included with this submission (under separate cover) details our analysis of the 
hydrological function and stormwater improvements of the site. 
  
3.0 Construction Impacts and Mitigation on areas subject to protection Under M.G.L c. 131, & 40 and 
Town of Franklin Wetlands Protection By-law Rules and Regulations 
 

A No Disturb and No Build bylaw indicated in the Franklin Wetlands Protection By-law Rules and 
Regulations, states a variance must be proposed and submitted to the Franklin Conservation 
Commission with regulations for a compensation area of 1:5 to 1 for Landscaping within these zones. 
See attached proposed waivers, disturbance plan, and landscape plan. 
 
An Alternative Analysis has been submitted to demonstrate efforts to limit impact to the resource areas 

and their associated buffer zones as required per the Conservation Commission Bylaw. 
 

3.1  Vegetated Wetland Resource Areas 
 
Preamble:  
Vegetated Wetland Resource Areas are likely to be significant to public or private water supply, to 
ground water supply, to flood control, to storm damage prevention, to prevention of pollution, to the 
protection of fisheries and to wildlife habitat. The plants and soils of Vegetated Wetlands remove or 
detain sediments, nutrients (such as nitrogen and phosphorous) and toxic substances (such as heavy 

metal compounds) that occur in run-off and flood waters. The profusion of vegetation in Bordering  
and Isolated Vegetated Wetlands acts to slow down and reduce the passage of flood waters during 
periods of peak flows by providing temporary flood water storage and by facilitating water removal 
through evaporation and transpiration. This process reduces downstream flood crests and resulting 
damage to private and public property. During dry periods the water retained in Bordering and 
Isolated Vegetated Wetlands is essential to the maintenance of base flow levels in rivers and streams, 
which in turn is important to the protection of water quality and water supplies. 

 
Performance Standard:  
No work is proposed to the Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) or Isolated Vegetated Wetlands 
(IVW) as defined by the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA). However, existing stormwater 
basins serving the solar field are considered resource areas in accordance with the the Town of 
Franklin Wetlands Bylaw. Portions of the proposed development (e.g. new building, roadway, etc) are 
proposed within these areas.  

 
Area within the IVW 200-219 Wetland to be filled 
Post-Development condition: 577 sf impervious and 1,919 sf pervious. 
A net increase of  2,496 sf. 
 
Area within the IVW SW1-SW106;BA1-BA9 Wetland to be filled 

Post-Development condition: 1,518 sf impervious and 892 sf pervious. 
A net increase of  2,410 sf. 
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3.2 No Disturb and No Build Buffer Zones to Resource Areas (Town of Franklin Wetlands Regulations) 
 
No Disturb Buffer Zone 
 
4.1.2. Currently as established by precedent, the Commission has instituted a no disturb buffer zone 
that extends 25 feet from the defined/delineated resource area. Extensive work in this zone, 

particularly clearing of natural vegetation and soil disturbance is likely to alter the physical 
characteristics of resource areas by changing their soil composition, topography, hydrology, 
temperature, and the amount of light received. Soil and water chemistry within resource areas may be 
adversely affected by work in the buffer zone. As a result of the buffer zone alterations, biological 
conditions in adjacent resource areas may include changes in plant community composition and 
structure, invertebrate and vertebrate biomass and species composition, and nutrient cycling. The 

affects from work in the buffer zone will most likely result in the disruption and erosion of soil, loss of 
shading, reduction in nutrient inputs, and changes in litter and soil composition that filters runoff, and 
serves to attenuate pollutants and sustain wildlife habitat within resource areas. For these stated 
reasons, the Commission is codifying the requirement not to disturb the 0-25 foot buffer zone around 
the defined/delineated resource area.  
 
Area within the 0 to 25-foot No-Disturb Zone buffer zone 

 
An applicant shall demonstrate that no work/disturbance including grading activities is proposed within 
the 0-25 foot buffer zone resource area. Any applicant proposing a project within the 0-25 foot buffer 
zone resource area will have an irrefutable presumption of significant adverse impact to the functions 
and characteristics of the resource area, unless otherwise determined by the Commission under the 
minor buffer zone activity criteria set forth in Section 2 of these regulations, or as approved by the 
Commission by the variance procedures set forth in Section 5 of the regulations. 

 
Pre-Development condition: 0 sf of permanent disturbance 
 
 
Area within the 25-foot No-Disturbance Zone buffer zone 
Post-Development condition: 28,865 sf of permanent disturbance 

A net increase of  28,865 sf. 
 
No Build Buffer Zone 
 
4.1.3. These regulations will also characterize and provide regulatory guidance as to the type of 
projects that would most likely be acceptable to the commission in the zone that extends from 25-50 
feet from the defined/delineated resource area (“ 25- 50 foot buffer zone” as well as the foot buffer 

zone that extends 50-100 feet from the defined/delineated resource area (“50-100 foot buffer zone”). 
in order to be consistent with the amendments to the Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act found in 
310 CMR 10.00 relative to a simplified review process, as well as protect the 50 foot buffer zone 
resource area where the functions and characteristics of the resource area are most critical.  
 
Any applicant proposing a project within the 25-50 foot buffer zone resource area shall indicate that 
there are no structures including but not limited to, concrete, stone, or other impervious foundations 

and/or slabs for construction purposes that for all intents and purposes would significantly increase 
runoff. Alteration in the 25-50 foot buffer zone resource area is limited to grading, tree clearing. 
Stormwater management system components, lawns, gardens, and other low impact uses as 
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determined by the Commission or as otherwise approved by the Commission by the variance 
procedures set forth in Section XVII of these regulations. Footings for building structures, such as a 
deck, as opposed to slabs or foundations, shall be used when technically feasible. The Commission 
may condition the applicant to use Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for stormwater management 
consistent with the most recent version of the Town of Franklin Best Development Practice 
Guidebook. Stormwater management systems or individual components including drainage piping, 

and construction of detention/retention ponds shall be allowed by the Commission based on an 
alternative analysis and review of design and space limitations as indicated in the final approved plans. 
 
Performance Standards: 
 
Under the Town of Franklin Wetlands Bylaw Rules and Regulations Section VI, there is a 25-50 foot 

“No Build”  at the site that is subject to Conservation Commission jurisdictional review. The pre-
development conditions of the site within this area is a mix of woods and grassed areas. 
 
Area within the 25-50-foot “No Build”  
Pre-Development condition 0 sf of permanent 
 
Area within the 25-50-foot “No Build”  

Post-Development condition: 40,767 sf of permanent disturbance 
Net increase of 40,767 square feet. 
 
3.3 Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

M.G.L c. 131, & 40 and Town of Franklin Wetlands Regulations) 
 
Preamble: 

4.1.1. The Town of Franklin considers 100 feet from a defined/delineated resource area as the buffer 
zone and consequently an additional protected resource. Floodplains, lands within 100 feet of other 
resource areas and within 200 feet of rivers and perennial streams, and the resources areas, are 
presumed significant to the protection of functions and characteristics of these areas because activities 
undertaken in close proximity have a high likelihood of adverse impact upon them, either 
immediately, as a consequence of construction, or over time, as a consequence of daily operation or 

existence of the activities. These adverse impacts from construction and use can include, without 
limitation, erosion, siltation, loss of groundwater recharge, poor water quality and loss of wildlife 
habitat. Any person in Franklin that proposes a project that is within the 100 foot buffer zone resource 
area is required to submit a Notice of Intent to the Franklin Conservation Commission. (the 
Commission) If at all possible, an applicant may site all construction activities including grading beyond 
the 100 foot buffer zone resource area and not have to go through a public hearing and a possible 
permitting process.  

 
Extensive work in the inner portion of the buffer zone, particularly clearing of natural vegetation and 
soil disturbance is likely to alter the physical characteristics of resource areas by changing their soil 
composition, topography, hydrology, temperature, and the amount of light received. Soil and water 
chemistry within resource areas may be adversely affected by work in the buffer zone. Alterations to 
biological conditions in adjacent resource areas may include changes in plant community composition 
and structure, invertebrate and vertebrate biomass and species composition, and nutrient cycling. 

These alterations from work in the buffer zone can occur through the disruption and erosion of soil, 
loss of shading, reduction in nutrient inputs, and changes in litter and soil composition that filters 
runoff, serving to attenuate pollutants and sustain wildlife habitat within resource areas. 



Tri-County Vocational High School 
Notice of Intent - Project Narrative  
March 21, 2024 
Page 6 of 9    

                                                                                          

 

 
 
Performance Standards: 

 
In the pre-development condition there is a 100’ jurisdictional wetland buffer located on the site. The 
pre-development conditions within this area consists of a mix of wooded and grassed areas.  
 
Area within the 100-foot buffer zone 

Pre-Development condition: 0 sf of permanent disturbance 
 
Area within the 100-foot no disturb buffer zone 
Post-Development condition: 137,105 sf of permanent disturbance 
A net increase of  137,105  sf. 
 

3.4  Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF)  
 
This site does not contain areas mapped as Land Subject to Flooding (FEMA Flood Zones) 
 
4.0  Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
 
The objectives of the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan are to control erosion at its source with 

temporary control structures, minimize the runoff from areas of disturbance, and de-concentrate and 
distribute stormwater runoff through natural vegetation before discharge to critical zones such as 
streams or wetlands.  The Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan will be conducted in order to 
protect the resource areas during construction.  The erosion control devices will remain in place until 
all exposed areas have been stabilized with vegetation or impervious surfaces. 
 
A. The Contractor shall implement all soil erosion and sediment control devices prior to excavation 

within the site. 
 
B.  The following erosion control principles shall apply to the land grading and construction phases:  

• Stripping of vegetation, grading, or other soil disturbance shall be done in a manner which 
will minimize soil erosion.  

• Whenever feasible, natural vegetation shall be retained and protected.    

• Extent of area which is exposed and free of vegetation and duration of its exposure shall 
be kept within practical limits.  

• Temporary seeding, mulching, or other suitable stabilization measures shall be used to 
protect exposed critical areas during prolonged construction or other land disturbance.        

• Sediment shall be retained on-site. 

• Erosion control devices shall be installed as early as possible in the construction sequence 
prior to the start of grubbing and earthwork operations and excavation work. 

 
4.1  Erosion Control Devices 
 
1.  Compost filter sock/Siltation fence  
 

Compost filter sock shall consist of compost material inside tubular non-woven photodegradable high-
density polypropylene (HDPE) netting with a one year UV inhibitor.  Socks shall have a diameter of 9 
in. to 12 in. (plus or minus 10 percent).  Length shall be manufacturer’s standard length. 
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Installation and Maintenance 
 

a. Filter socks and siltation fence shall be constructed and installed as indicated on the 
drawing, prior to the start of grubbing and earthwork operations. Prior to the start of 
clearing and grubbing operations, Conservation Commission representative(s) and the 
Civil Engineer shall inspect and approve the installation of all soil erosion and sediment 

control measures. 

b. Sedimentation shall be removed from filter socks when sediment has accumulated to 
greater than 6 inches deep.  Sediment deposits shall be disposed of in a manner that will 
not cause a sediment nuisance elsewhere. 
Compost filter socks shall be inspected periodically and replaced if deteriorated until such 
time as construction is completed and exposed slopes have been stabilized. 

c. Filter sock barrier shall remain in place until exposed soils have been stabilized with a 
vegetative cover. 

2. Catch Basin Filters 
 
The filters will be manufactured to fit the opening of the catch basins, area drains, and drywells inlets. 
The filters will have the following features:  
 

• Two dump straps attached at the bottom to facilitate the emptying of the filters. 

• The filters will also have lifting loops as an integral part of the system to be used to lift the 
filters from the basin.  

• The filters will have a restraint cord approximately halfway up the sack to keep the sides 
away from the catch basin walls; this yellow cord shall also be a visual means of indicating 
when the sack should be emptied. 

• Filters shall be removed once paving is completed but not prior to installation of oil 
hoods.  Filters in landscaped areas (or subject to runoff from landscaped areas) shall 
remain until vegetation is established. 

Installation and Maintenance 
a. Silt sacks or approved equal shall be installed where shown on the plans. 

b. Silt sacks or approved equal shall be installed in all new drain lets as soon as the structure 

is installed. 

c. Once the strap is covered the filter shall be emptied, cleaned and reinstalled. 
 
3.  Construction Entrance 
 
The construction entrance shall consist of filter fabric, a layer of clean, crushed stone, ranging from 1-
1/2” to 2-1/2” in size, and a top dressing of clean 2” crushed stone.  Geotextile Fabric shall consist of 

long-chain synthetic polymers, composed of at least 85% by weight polylefins, polyesters, or 
polymides.  They shall be formed into a network such that the filaments or yarns retain dimensional 
stability relative to each other, including selvedes.  The geotextile fabric shall have the following 
properties: 
     
 Property (ASTM Test Method)                      Unit       Typical Values 



Tri-County Vocational High School 
Notice of Intent - Project Narrative  
March 21, 2024 
Page 8 of 9    

                                                                                          

 

 
Grab Strength (D-4632-86)                              lbs                    100  
Grab Elongation (D-4632-86)                           %               30 (Max) 
Trapezoid Tear Strength (D-4533-85)              lbs               65 
Mullen Burst Strength (D-3786-80a)          psi                              280 
Coeff. of Permeability (D-4491-85)               cm/sec                             0.01 
Water Flow Rate (D-4491-85) gal/min/(ft)(ft)                     35 

Ultraviolet Stability (D-4355-84 )            %                             90 
 
4. Dust Control 
 
Water will be applied by sprinkler or water truck as necessary during grading operations in order to 
minimize sediment transport and maintain acceptable air quality conditions.  Repetitive treatments will 

be done as needed until the grades are paved or seeded. 
5.  Temporary seed cover 
Grass seed for temporary seed cover shall be the previous year's crop.  Not more than 0.1% by weight 
shall be weed seed and not more than 1.75% by weight shall be crop seed.  Seed shall be delivered to 
the site in sealed containers, labeled with name of seed grower and seed formula, in form stated 
below.  Seed shall be dry and free of mold.  Seed shall meet the following requirements:        
                                        

Species Name                                                                  % by Weight Minimum % in 
Mixture 

Minimum % 
Germination Purity 

Chewing Fescue  

(Festuca Rubra Comutata) 

25   85  97 

Alta Fescue                         
(Festuca Arundinacea) 

30      85            97 

Annual Rye Grass              

(Lolium Multiflorum) 

20 90   98 

Red Top    
(Agrostis Alba) 

15    90  92 

White Clover                    
(Trifolium Repens) 

10   90 98 

 
Installation 

a. At the Contractor's option, seed may be spread by the hydro-seeding method, utilizing 
power equipment commonly used for that purpose.  Seed and mulch shall be mixed and 
applied to achieve application quantities specified herein for the conventional seeding 
method, with mulch applied at the rate of 2700 lb. dry weight of mulch per acre.  A 

mulching machine, acceptable to the Civil Engineer, shall be equipped to eject the 
thoroughly wet mulch material at a uniform rate to provide the mulch coverage specified. 

b. If the results of hydro-seeding are unsatisfactory, the mixture and/or application rates and 
methods shall be modified to achieve the desired results. 

c. After the grass has appeared, all areas and parts of areas which fail to show a uniform 
stand of grass, for any reason whatsoever, shall be re-seeded repeatedly if necessary, until 
all areas are covered with a satisfactory growth of grass.  

d. If seeding cannot be established due to weather conditions, jute mesh shall be placed on 
the surface to reduce soil erosion.  
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6.  Jute Mesh 
 
Jute mesh shall be a uniform, open, plain weave cloth of undyed and unbleached single jute yarn. The 
yarn shall be of a loosely twisted construction and it shall not vary in thickness more than one-half its 
normal diameter. Jute mesh shall be furnished in rolled strips and shall meet the following 
requirements:  

• Width - 48 inches, plus or minus one inch 

• 78 warp - ends per width of cloth (minimum) 

• 41 weft - ends per yard (minimum) 

• Weight shall average 1.22 pounds per linear yard with a tolerance of plus or minus 5%. 

Mesh shall be secure using U-shaped staples. 

5.0  Stormwater Management Standards  
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has implemented the Stormwater Management 
Standards as of November 18, 1996 and updated them in April 2008.  The standards met are 
described in the Stormwater Management Form as provided by DEP. We have met all ten standards 
that are applicable to this project to the maximum extent practical. Additionally, we have designed the 
on-site stormwater management system to meet the Town of Franklin Stormwater Bylaw regulations. 

See the stormwater management report submitted as part of the NOI submission. 
 
P:\Projects\2022\52065.00 Tri-County High School- Franklin, MA\Documents\Permitting\Conservation Commission\NOI\04 - 
Narrative 
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NOTICE OF INTENT PACKET 

 
 

This packet contains information and application forms necessary for all Notice of Intent 
(NOI) applications. This packet consists of the following: 
 
1.  Instructions for Completing an NOI in the Town of Franklin 

2. Application Process Signature Form 

3.  Property Access Signature Form 

4.  Local Filing Fee Calculation Worksheet 

5.  Resource Area Impact Summary Form 

6.  Notification to Abutters 

7.  Affidavit of Service 

8.  DEP’s WPA Form 3 – NOI Application Form 

9.  DEP’s BRP WPA Form 3 - NOI Instructions and Supporting Materials 

10.  DEP’s NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 

11.  DEP’s Checklist for Stormwater Report 

12.  DEP’s Bordering Vegetated Wetland Delineation Field Data Form 

 

It is important to note that there are some applications that do not require the level of 
detail and information required for an NOI. The forms for a Minor Buffer Zone Activity 
(MBZA) and a Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA), for example, are in 
separate documents that are available electronically on the Conservation Commission’s 
webpage and in the Conservation Department at Town Hall. 
 
If you are proposing any work within 100’ of a wetlands resource area, additional local 
regulations will apply. These are in the Regulations of the Franklin Conservation 
Commission and are in a separate document that is available electronically on the 
Conservation Commission’s webpage and in the Conservation Department at Town Hall. 
 
All questions should be directed to the Conservation Department at 508-520-4929. In 
order to save everyone time and expense, it is recommended that the Department be 
contacted BEFORE an NOI is filed to make sure all information is contained in the packets 
and to determine the filing fees and date and time of the hearing. Also, by state law there 
are legal, procedural requirements that must be met before construction can begin. These 
will be outlined in the approved permit. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING 
A NOTICE OF INTENT IN THE TOWN OF FRANKLIN 

 
The Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) require the use 
of state forms for the above permit application. The forms can be found on the State’s 
Department of Environmental Protection website and at the end of this application packet.   
 
In addition, under the Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw, Franklin Town Code Chapter 
181 and the Wetlands Regulations promulgated under the Bylaw, the Town requires 
applicants to follow specific procedures and submit additional documents.  
 
All NOIs will be peer reviewed by an outside consultant as allowed under the Town of 
Franklin Ch. 181 Wetlands Protection Bylaw and MGL Ch. 44 Section 53G. A hardcopy of 
the entire application must be sent, at the same time as submitted to the Franklin 
Conservation Department, and a PDF sent to bgoodlander@franklinma.gov and 
mcrowley@beta-inc.com.  
 
SUBMITTAL REQUIRMENTS 
 
The Notice of Intent (NOI) package submitted to the Franklin Conservation Commission 
shall comply with the format and content requirements below. Forms specific to the Town 
of Franklin are described and provided as attachments to this document.  
 
When filing a Notice of Intent (NOI), the original hardcopy, one (1) additional hardcopy, 
two (2) full-sized sets of plans, and seven (7) reduced 11”x17” sets of plans are to be 
submitted to the Franklin Conservation Commission via mail or hand delivery. The 
application and plan must also be submitted electronically to the Conservation 
Department at bgoodlander@franklinma.gov and the Department or Public Works at 
mmaglio@franklinma.gov. One (1) additional copy must be submitted to the Department 
of Environmental Protection. 
 
All applications must be signed by the property owner.  
 
Any additional material to be discussed by the Conservation Commission should be 
submitted to the Conservation office no later than 12:00 PM the Friday before the 
Commission hearing. The Commission reserves the right to waive that deadline. 
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A. COVER PAGE 
 
Each copy of the NOI Application shall be separately bound and include a cover sheet 
with the following information: 
 

1. Application Type 
2. Prepared for (Applicant) 
3. Prepared by (Representative) 
4. Date 

 
B. NOTICE OF INTENT APPLICATION FORMS 
 

1.  *Notice of Distribution Form 
2.  Application Process Signature Form 
3.  Property Access Signature Form 
4.  NOI Application Form (DEP’s WPA Form 3) 
5.  NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form (DEP’s Form) 
6.  Local Filing Fee Calculation Worksheet  
7.  Copies of Checks to DEP and Town 
8.  Resource Area Impact Summary Form  
9.  DEP’s Checklist for Stormwater Report (if stormwater report is applicable) 
10.  DEP’s Bordering Vegetated Wetland Delineation Field Data Form 

 
C. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The project description must explain all that the project entails. This includes what the 
activity is, all the associated amenities, and distances from the limit of work to the 
resource areas.  
 
D. FUNCTIONS & CHARACTERISTICS STATEMENT 
 
The purpose of the Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw is to regulate and control activities 
deemed to have a significant or cumulative effect on the functions and characteristics of 
floodplains and wetlands.  In order to make this determination the Commission requires 
that the applicant prepare a statement that describes whether the project will have an 
adverse effect on these functions and characteristics. If the proposed project will have 
an effect on one or more functions or characteristics, then a mitigation plan must be 
prepared and submitted (see Section K).   
 
The functions and characteristics to address include but are not limited to the following: 
 

1. Public Water Supplies - Distance from proposed project to nearest public 
wells.  

2. Private Water Supplies - Distance to nearest private wells. 
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3. Groundwater - Depth to groundwater as well as impacts associated with 
construction (i.e. digging or blasting) and operations (water use, use of toxic or 
hazardous materials, and stormwater management). 

4. Flood Control - Work within the 100-year flood plain must address 
compensatory storage. 

5. Erosion and Sedimentation - This item must be addressed for both the 
construction and post construction conditions at the property. 

6. Storm Damage Prevention - Address whether or not the project will have an 
adverse effect on the way that the wetland or flood plain will be able to minimize 
water and wind related impacts during large-scale storm events. 

7. Water Quality - This item must be addressed for both the construction and 
post construction conditions at the property.  This item will address the quality 
of the surface waters associated with the resource area being impacted by the 
project. 

8. Water Pollution Control - This item must be addressed for both the 
construction and post construction conditions at the property. 

9. Fisheries - Reserved for work taking place adjacent to ponds and perennial 
streams.  The response must address both the construction and post 
construction conditions at the property. 

10. Shellfish - Not applicable in Franklin. 
11. Wildlife Habitat - This item must be addressed for both the construction and 

post construction conditions at the property. 
12. Rare Species Habitat (including rare plant species) - This item must be 

addressed for both the construction and post construction conditions at the 
property. 

13. Agriculture - This item must be addressed for both the construction and post 
construction conditions at the property. 

14. Aquaculture - To date there are no aquaculture operations in Franklin. 
15. Recreation - This item must be addressed for both the construction and post 

construction conditions at the property and include both passive and active 
recreational uses. 

 
E. VERNAL POOL STATEMENT  
 
A statement is required by the applicant of whether there are Potential and/or Certified 
Vernal Pools onsite or on abutter parcels. This information is available at the MassGIS 
(MassMapper) website under the Conservation/Recreation/Natural Heritage Data page. 
 
F. ABUTTER NOTIFICATION  
 
The NOI application shall contain the documents listed below in the following order: 
 

1. Notification to Abutters  
2. Affidavit of Service  
3. Certified Abutters List from the Assessor’s Office (do not rewrite the list) 
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The process of notifying the abutters to a proposed project requires that the applicant 
take the following steps: 
 

1. Obtain a Certified Abutters List from the Assessor’s Office. Applicants are required 
to notify all abutting property owners within 300 feet of their property lines.  The 
original certified copy of the abutters list must be submitted with the Notice of 
Intent Application. 
 

2. Complete the Notification to Abutters. A copy of this notification must be sent 
either by Certificate Mail or by hand delivery to each landowner on the Certified 
Abutters List.   
 

3. The Affidavit of Service is a required document under the Wetlands Protection Act. 
The applicant must copy and fill out the Affidavit of Service as evidence that the 
applicant, in accordance with the law, has notified the abutters to the proposed 
project site.   

 
G. MAPS 
 
A copy of the most recent revisions of the following maps must be submitted with the 
project locus depicted: 
 

1. USGS Topographic Map 
2. Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Estimated Habitat Maps 
3. FEMA Flood Plain Map 

 
H. DEP FIELD DATA FORMS  
 
DEP’s Bordering Vegetated Wetland Delineation Field Data Form can be found at the end 
of this packet and also on the Mass.gov website under Wetlands Permitting Forms. 
Completed forms and/or written report prepared by the wetland’s delineator must be 
submitted with the NOI application.   
 
A copy of the recorded Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD) may be substituted 
for the DEP Field Data Sheets if a determination has been issued by the Commission 
within the last three (3) years.  
 
I. EROSION & SEDIMENTATION CONTROL NARRATIVE 
 
This narrative describes the measures that will be taken to properly install and maintain 
the erosion control devices used during the project.  The narrative must also include the 
names and phone numbers of all individuals who will be responsible for erosion control 
as well as the requirement that the erosion control be inspected weekly and after 
significant rain events.  The individual responsible for inspection and maintenance shall 
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keep a log of the inspections and maintenance and be prepared to show it to the 
Conservation Agent and Commissioners upon request.  The text from the narrative will 
also appear in the plan set, preferably on the sheet that depicts the erosion control 
location and detail.  
 
Please note that it is a requirement in Franklin that the engineering detail used on the 
project plan must depict the erosion control measures to be installed.  There may also be 
a special condition in the Orders, if issued, requiring that there be additional erosion 
control devices stored under cover on site in the event of an emergency.  Straw hay-
bales/wattles AND filter fabric are NOT to be used for erosion control.   
 
J. ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS 
 
The following project types shall require the submission of an Alternatives Analysis 
narrative: 
 

1. Riverfront Resource Area  
2. Septic System Components within the 100-Foot Buffer Zone Resource Area 
3. Wetland filling up to 5,000 square feet 

 
The Alternatives Analysis shall comply with the requirements as presented in 310 CMR 
10.58 (4).   
 
K. MITIGATION NARRATIVE 
 
This narrative shall be included in the NOI and will describe the application of the “avoid, 
minimize and mitigate calculus” during project planning.  That is, Applicants must 
demonstrate that efforts have been made to avoid wetland impacts wherever possible, 
minimize the impacts when unavoidable, and mitigate these impacts by employing 
replication or restoration components in the proposed project plans.   
 
When undisturbed areas within the Buffer Zone Resource Area are proposed for 
alteration, a separate narrative must be prepared describing the steps taken to mitigate 
for the impacts.  This may include the use of plantings from the Town of Franklin’s Best 
Development Practices Guidebook (available from the Conservation Department or from 
the website (www.franklin.ma.us) for wildlife habitat enhancement or other physical 
components that will compensate for the loss of resource area functions.   
 
L. REPLICATION NARRATIVE & PROTOCOL 
 
When wetland alteration is necessary, the Commission shall require that the applicant 
replicate the altered wetland at a 2:1 ratio (the replication area must be twice the square 
footage of the natural wetland area impacted).  The narrative submitted shall comply 
with the requirements as presented in the most recent revision of DEP’s Massachusetts 
Inland Wetland Replication Guidelines. The replication narrative, protocol, and schedule 
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shall also appear in the approved plan set along with cross sections of altered and 
proposed replicated areas, ground water elevation data, and planting lists and details.   
 
M. CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE AND SCHEDULE  
 
A detailed sequence of activities proposed shall be depicted in the approved plan set and 
in the NOI application as well. 
 
N. DRAINAGE CALCULATIONS  
 
If drainage calculations are required, they must be submitted with the NOI application.  
Calculations must be prepared by a Civil Engineer licensed to practice in Massachusetts. 
DEP’s Checklist for Stormwater Report should be attached to the top of any drainage 
reports.  
 
O. PLANS  
 
See Instructions and Supporting Materials for completing an NOI issued by DEP.  In 
addition, the Franklin Conservation Department requires the following: 
 

1. Index of sheets on cover page if submitting more than one sheet 
2. The North arrow must have a reference 
3. Existing topography as prepared by a registered land surveyor 
4. Proposed topography as prepared by a registered land surveyor 
5. Existing structures, improvements and limits of disturbance 
6. Each Resource Area identified and labeled (including Buffer Zone) 
7. Locations of erosion controls 
8. Cross sections of impacted Bordering Vegetated Wetlands including ground water 

elevation information 
9. Cross sections of proposed replication area(s) 
10. Appropriate details to explain any activities to be undertaken.  
11. Planting list(s) with species recommended in the most recent revision of the 

Franklin Best Development Practices Guidebook 
12. Construction Sequence and Schedule 

 
P. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Any other supplementary information that the Applicant determines to be relevant to the 
Commission reaching a decision on the proposed project may be included in this section 
of the application package. 
 
If you need further assistance, please contact the Conservation Department at  
(508) 520-4929 or visit our web site www.franklin.ma.us 

http://www.franklin.ma.us/
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

A. General Information

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site):

147 Pond St
a. Street Address

Franklin
b. City/Town

02038
c. Zip Code

Latitude and Longitude: 42.10 N
d. Latitude

71.42 W
e. Longitude

259
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number

004-000-000
g. Parcel /Lot Number

2. Applicant:

Karen
a. First Name

Maguire
b. Last Name

School Superintendent, Tri-County Regional Vocational Technical High School
c. Organization

147 Pond St
d. Street Address
Franklin
e. City/Town

MA
f. State

  

02038
g. Zip Code

508-528-5400 x101
h. Phone Number

508-528-6074
i. Fax Number

maguire@tri-county.us
j. Email Address

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant): Check if more than one owner

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key.

Note: 
Before 
completing this 
form consult 
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance.

Same as above
a. First Name

     
b. Last Name

     
c. Organization

     
d. Street Address

      
e. City/Town

     
f. State

  

     
g. Zip Code

     
h. Phone Number

     
i. Fax Number

     
j. Email address

4. Representative (if any):

Stephen
a. First Name

Powers
b. Last Name

Samiotes Consultants, Inc.
c. Company
20 A Street
d. Street Address
Framingham
e. City/Town

MA
f. State

01701  
g. Zip Code

508-877-6688
h. Phone Number

     
i. Fax Number

spowers@samiotes.com
j. Email address

 5. Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form):

EXEMPT (Public School)
a. Total Fee Paid

     
b. State Fee Paid

     
c. City/Town Fee Paid
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

A. General Information (continued)

6. General Project Description: 

     

7a. Project Type Checklist:  (Limited Project Types see Section A. 7b.)

1. Single Family Home 2. Residential Subdivision

3. Commercial/Industrial 4. Dock/Pier

5.    Utilities 6.   Coastal engineering Structure

7. Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry) 8. Transportation

9. Other

7b. Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project (including Ecological 
Restoration Limited Project) subject to 310 CMR 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)?

1.   Yes No If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project. (See 310 CMR 
10.24 and 10.53 for a complete list and description of limited project types)

     
2. Limited Project Type 

If the proposed activity is eligible to be treated as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project (310 
CMR10.24(8), 310 CMR 10.53(4)), complete and attach Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited 
Project Checklist and Signed Certification.

8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:

Worcester
a. County

     
b. Certificate # (if registered land)

5110, 5122, 5125
c. Book

464, 165, 310
d. Page Number

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent)
1. Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering 

Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area.
2. Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3, 

Coastal Resource Areas).

Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d)

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

a.  Bank      
1. linear feet

     
2. linear feet

b. Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland

     
1. square feet

     
2. square feet

     
1. square feet

     
2. square feetc. Land Under 

Waterbodies and 
Waterways      

3. cubic yards dredged

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

For all projects 
affecting other 
Resource Areas, 
please attach a 
narrative 
explaining how 
the resource 
area was 
delineated.

d. Bordering Land 
Subject to Flooding

     
1. square feet

     
2. square feet

     
3. cubic feet of flood storage lost

     
4. cubic feet replaced

e. Isolated Land 
Subject to Flooding

     
1. square feet
     
2. cubic feet of flood storage lost

     
3. cubic feet replaced

f.  Riverfront Area      
1. Name of Waterway (if available)  - specify coastal or inland

2. Width of Riverfront Area (check one):

 25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only

 100 ft. - New agricultural projects only

 200 ft. - All other projects

3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:      
square feet

4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area: 

     
a. total square feet

     
b. square feet within 100 ft.

     
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft.

5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?    Yes   No

6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?    Yes   No

3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35) 

Note: for coastal riverfront areas, please complete Section B.2.f. above.
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d)

Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

a. Designated Port Areas Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below

b. Land Under the Ocean      
1. square feet
     
2. cubic yards dredged

c. Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below

Online Users:
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department.

d. Coastal Beaches      
1. square feet

     
2. cubic yards beach nourishment

e. Coastal Dunes      
1. square feet

     
2. cubic yards dune nourishment

Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any)

f.  Coastal Banks      
1. linear feet

g. Rocky Intertidal 
Shores

     
1. square feet

h. Salt Marshes      
1. square feet

     
2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation

i.  Land Under Salt 
Ponds

     
1. square feet
     
2. cubic yards dredged

j.  Land Containing 
Shellfish

     
1. square feet

k. Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the 
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways, 
above 

     
1. cubic yards dredged

l. Land Subject to 
Coastal Storm Flowage

     
1. square feet

4. Restoration/Enhancement
If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the 
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional 
amount here.
     
a. square feet of BVW

     
b. square feet of Salt Marsh

5. Project Involves Stream Crossings

     
a. number of new stream crossings

     
b. number of replacement stream crossings
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements

This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section C and 
complete Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited Project Checklists – Required Actions 
(310 CMR 10.11).

Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review

1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on 
the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas or go to 
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm. 

a.   Yes  No

     
b. Date of map

If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to:

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

               1 Rabbit Hill Road
               Westborough, MA 01581

Phone: (508) 389-6360

If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321 
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please 
complete Section C.1.c, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR 
complete Section C.2.f, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI, 
by completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take 
up to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below).

c.  Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review 

1.   Percentage/acreage of property to be altered: 

(a) within wetland Resource Area      
percentage/acreage

(b) outside Resource Area      
percentage/acreage

2.   Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site

2. Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of 
wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed 
tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work   

(a)   Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area & 
buffer zone)

(b)   Photographs representative of the site

 Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP review (see 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/).  Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-listed plants 
and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act.
 MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans even if such plans are 
not required as part of the Notice of Intent process.

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d)
(c)  MESA filing fee (fee information available at 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_fee_schedule.htm). 
Make check payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts - NHESP” and mail to NHESP at 
above address

Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit:

(d) Vegetation cover type map of site

(e)  Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries

(f) OR Check One of the Following

1.   Project is exempt from MESA review.  
Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14, 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_exemptions.htm; 
the NOI must still be sent to NHESP if the project is within estimated habitat pursuant to 
310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)        

2.   Separate MESA review ongoing.       
a. NHESP Tracking #

     
b. Date submitted to NHESP

3. Separate MESA review completed. 
Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management 
Permit with approved plan.

3. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water 
line or in a fish run?

a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only b.   Yes No

If yes, include proof of mailing, hand delivery, or electronic delivery of NOI to either:

South Shore - Cohasset to Rhode Island border, and 
the Cape & Islands:

Division of Marine Fisheries - 
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station
Attn: Environmental Reviewer
836 South Rodney French Blvd.
New Bedford, MA  02744
Email: DMF.EnvReview-South@state.ma.us 

North Shore - Hull to New Hampshire border:

Division of Marine Fisheries - 
North Shore Office
Attn: Environmental Reviewer
30 Emerson Avenue
Gloucester, MA 01930
Email:  DMF.EnvReview-North@state.ma.us 

Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region, 
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact 
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office. 

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_fee_schedule.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_exemptions.htm
mailto:DMF.EnvReview-South@state.ma.us
mailto:DMF.EnvReview-North@state.ma.us
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d)

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)?

a.   Yes No If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP 
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website.

      
b. ACEC

5. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water 
(ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00?

a.   Yes No

6. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands 
Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)?

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department.

a.   Yes No

7. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards?

a. Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management 
Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if:

1. Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in 
Stormwater Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3)

2. A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment

3. Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System.

b. No. Check why the project is exempt:

1. Single-family house

2. Emergency road repair

3. Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than 
or equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas.

D.  Additional Information

This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section D and complete 
Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Notice of Intent – Minimum Required Documents (310 CMR 
10.12).

Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details.

Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of 
the following information you submit to the Department. 

1. USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)

2. Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative 
to the boundaries of each affected resource area.
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Provided by MassDEP:

MassDEP File Number

Document Transaction Number

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 Franklin

City/Town

D.  Additional Information (cont’d)

3. Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW 
Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.), 

andattach documentation of the methodology.

4. List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI.

Drawing list included in Appendix
a. Plan Title
Samiotes Consultants, Inc.
b. Prepared By

Stephen Powers
c. Signed and Stamped by

     
d. Final Revision Date

     
e. Scale

     
f. Additional Plan or Document Title

     
g. Date

5. If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not 
listed on this form.

6. Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed.

7. Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed.

8. Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 

9. Attach Stormwater Report, if needed. 

E. Fees
1. Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district 

of the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing 
authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. 

Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland 
Fee Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment: 
     
2. Municipal Check Number

     
3. Check date

     
4. State Check Number

     
5. Check date

     
6. Payor name on check: First Name

     
7. Payor name on check: Last Name
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

A. Applicant Information

1. Location of Project:

147 Pond St
a. Street Address

Franklin
b. City/Town

Exempt
c. Check number

Exempt
d. Fee amount

2. Applicant Mailing Address:

Karen
a. First Name

Maguire
b. Last Name

Tri-County Regional Vocational Technical High School (School Superintendent)
c. Organization
147 Pond St
d. Mailing Address
Franklin
e. City/Town

MA
f. State

02038
g. Zip Code

508-528-5400 x101
h. Phone Number

508-528-6074
i. Fax Number

maguire@tri-county.us
j. Email Address

3. Property Owner (if different):

Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key.

Same as above
a. First Name

     
b. Last Name

     
c. Organization
     
d. Mailing Address
     
e. City/Town

     
f. State

     
g. Zip Code

     
h. Phone Number

     
i. Fax Number

     
j. Email Address

B. FeesTo calculate 
filing fees, refer 
to the category 
fee list and 
examples in the 
instructions for 
filling out WPA 
Form 3 (Notice of 
Intent).

Fee should be calculated using the following process & worksheet. Please see Instructions before 
filling out worksheet.

Step 1/Type of Activity: Describe each type of activity that will occur in wetland resource area and buffer zone.

Step 2/Number of Activities: Identify the number of each type of activity.

Step 3/Individual Activity Fee: Identify each activity fee from the six project categories listed in the instructions. 

Step 4/Subtotal Activity Fee: Multiply the number of activities (identified in Step 2) times the fee per category 
(identified in Step 3) to reach a subtotal fee amount. Note: If any of these activities are in a Riverfront Area in 
addition to another Resource Area or the Buffer Zone, the fee per activity should be multiplied by 1.5 and then 
added to the subtotal amount.

Step 5/Total Project Fee: Determine the total project fee by adding the subtotal amounts from Step 4.

Step 6/Fee Payments: To calculate the state share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and subtract $12.50. To 
calculate the city/town share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and add $12.50.
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Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

B. Fees (continued)
Step 1/Type of Activity Step 2/Number

of Activities
Step 4/Subtotal Activity 

Fee
Step 

3/Individual 
Activity Fee

Exempt           Exempt

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

Step 5/Total Project Fee:      

           Step 6/Fee Payments:

                Total Project Fee: Exempt
a. Total Fee from Step 5

State share of filing Fee: Exempt
b. 1/2 Total Fee less $12.50

City/Town share of filling Fee: Exempt
c. 1/2 Total Fee plus $12.50

C. Submittal Requirements
a.) Complete pages 1 and 2 and send with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Department of Environmental Protection
Box 4062

Boston, MA 02211

b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of Intent; a copy of 
this form; and the city/town fee payment.

To MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions): Send a copy of the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of 
Intent; a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of Intent may submit these 
electronically.)
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(TOWN PROJECT FEE EXEMPT EXCEPT FOR LEGAL ADVERISING 
AND PEER REVIEW FEES) 

Town of Franklin Conservation Commission 

 

LOCAL FILING FEE CALCULATION WORKSHEET 
 
1. NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI)  
 

 
1.1. New Individual Single Family Home (SFH) $200.00 ______ 
 This includes all projects associated with a SFH 
   
 
 
1.2. Work Associated with Existing Residential Property 

  $50.00 ______ 
 Above-ground pools, fences or other incidental projects  

involving land disturbance that are not covered by the MBZA 
 
 
1.3. Control of Nuisance Vegetation   $50.00 ______ 
 This category shall not apply to any non-natural 

deposition of material e.g. vegetative debris 
 
1.4. Subdivisions 
 

 Base Fee       $600.00 ______ 
 Infrastructure in Buffer Zone or Resource Area 
  Roads      ___ linear feet x $2.00  =  ______ 
  *Drainage Structures   ___ X $10.00 each       = ______ 
  Wetland Resource Area Disturbed  ___square feet x $0.50= ______ 
  

(If single family homes are proposed as part of a subdivision  
application, for each house in jurisdiction, individual NOI fees will apply.) 
 
 

1.5. Multifamily Dwellings, including Condominium Units:  
__MFDU x $100.00______ 
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1.6. Commercial/Industrial  
 

Base Fee       $600.00 ______ 
 Infrastructure in Buffer Zone or Resource Area 
  Roads      ___ linear feet x $2.00   = ______ 
  *Drainage Structures   ___ X $10.00 each        = ______ 
  Wetland Resource Area Disturbed ___ square feet x $0.50  = ______ 
  Buildings     ___ X $125 each        = ______ 
  All Accessory Improvements    $100.00     = ______ 
 
2.  REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION (RDA)    $100.00 
 
3.  MINOR BUFFER ZONE ACTIVITY (MBZA)    $50.00

  
 
4. ABBREVIATED NOTICE OF RESOURCE AREA DETERMINATION 

(ANRAD)  
      $0.50/foot/resource area:        = ______ 
 
5. OTHER PERMITS/SERVICES 
 

Order of Conditions Extension    $50.00 ______ 
Certificate of Compliance Request    $50.00 ______ 
Certificate Re-Inspection     $50.00 ______ 
Status Letter for Financial Institution   $100.00 ______ 
Permit Amendment      $100.00 ______ 

 
6. FILING FEE CALCULATION 
 
 Town Share of State Fees (See NOI Wetland  $ EXEMPT 
 Fee Transmittal Form) 

Local Filing Fee Calculated Above    $ EXEMPT  
 TOTAL Due Town of Franklin (Check No.1)  $ EXEMPT 
 

State Share of Filing Fee (See NOI Wetland   
Fee Transmittal Form) 
TOTAL Due DEP (Check No. 2)    $ EXEMPT  

 
7.  ADVERTISING FEE (Check No. 3)     TBD 

The fee will be the exact amount the newspaper charges for that specific 
advertisement. Once the advertisement is placed with the paper, by the 
Conservation Commission, the applicant will be notified of the cost and will be 
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expected to submit a check for that exact amount, payable to the Town of 
Franklin, to the Conservation Department prior to the first hearing.  

 
*Drainage structures: catch basins, manholes, leaching basins, gutter inlet or any 
other man-made structure (other than a pipe) for purposes of controlling drainage.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 A. Introduction 

Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 

A Stormwater Report must be submitted with the Notice of Intent permit application to document 
compliance with the Stormwater Management Standards. The following checklist is NOT a substitute for 
the Stormwater Report (which should provide more substantive and detailed information) but is offered 
here as a tool to help the applicant organize their Stormwater Management documentation for their 
Report and for the reviewer to assess this information in a consistent format. As noted in the Checklist, 
the Stormwater Report must contain the engineering computations and supporting information set forth in 
Volume 3 of the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. The Stormwater Report must be prepared and 
certified by a Registered Professional Engineer (RPE) licensed in the Commonwealth. 
 
The Stormwater Report must include: 

• The Stormwater Checklist completed and stamped by a Registered Professional Engineer (see 
page 2) that certifies that the Stormwater Report contains all required submittals.1 This Checklist 
is to be used as the cover for the completed Stormwater Report. 

• Applicant/Project Name 

• Project Address 

• Name of Firm and Registered Professional Engineer that prepared the Report 

• Long-Term Pollution Prevention Plan required by Standards 4-6 

• Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan required 
by Standard 82 

• Operation and Maintenance Plan required by Standard 9 
 
In addition to all plans and supporting information, the Stormwater Report must include a brief narrative 
describing stormwater management practices, including environmentally sensitive site design and LID 
techniques, along with a diagram depicting runoff through the proposed BMP treatment train.  Plans are 
required to show existing and proposed conditions, identify all wetland resource areas, NRCS soil types, 
critical areas, Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPL), and any areas on the site 
where infiltration rate is greater than 2.4 inches per hour.   The Plans shall identify the drainage areas for 
both existing and proposed conditions at a scale that enables verification of supporting calculations.   

 
As noted in the Checklist, the Stormwater Management Report shall document compliance with each of 
the Stormwater Management Standards as provided in the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook.  The 
soils evaluation and calculations shall be done using the methodologies set forth in Volume 3 of the 
Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook.   
 
To ensure that the Stormwater Report is complete, applicants are required to fill in the Stormwater Report 
Checklist by checking the box to indicate that the specified information has been included in the 
Stormwater Report.  If any of the information specified in the checklist has not been submitted, the 
applicant must provide an explanation.  The completed Stormwater Report Checklist and Certification 
must be submitted with the Stormwater Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  
1 The Stormwater Report may also include the Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement required by Standard 10.  If not included in 
the Stormwater Report, the Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement must be submitted prior to the discharge of stormwater runoff to 
the post-construction best management practices. 
 
2 For some complex projects, it may not be possible to include the Construction Period Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan in 
the Stormwater Report.  In that event, the issuing authority has the discretion to issue an Order of Conditions that approves the 
project and includes a condition requiring the proponent to submit the Construction Period Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan 
before commencing any land disturbance activity on the site. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/massachusetts-stormwater-handbook.html
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 B. Stormwater Checklist and Certification 

 The following checklist is intended to serve as a guide for applicants as to the elements that ordinarily 
need to be addressed in a complete Stormwater Report. The checklist is also intended to provide 
conservation commissions and other reviewing authorities with a summary of the components necessary 
for a comprehensive Stormwater Report that addresses the ten Stormwater Standards.   
 
Note: Because stormwater requirements vary from project to project, it is possible that a complete 
Stormwater Report may not include information on some of the subjects specified in the Checklist.  If it is 
determined that a specific item does not apply to the project under review, please note that the item is not 
applicable (N.A.) and provide the reasons for that determination. 
 
A complete checklist must include the Certification set forth below signed by the Registered Professional 
Engineer who prepared the Stormwater Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Registered Professional Engineer’s Certification 

 I have reviewed the Stormwater Report, including the soil evaluation, computations, Long-term Pollution 
Prevention Plan, the Construction Period Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan (if included), the Long-
term Post-Construction Operation and Maintenance Plan, the Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement (if 
included) and the plans showing the stormwater management system, and have determined that they 
have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Stormwater Management Standards as 
further elaborated by the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook.  I have also determined that the 
information presented in the Stormwater Checklist is accurate and that the information presented in the 
Stormwater Report accurately reflects conditions at the site as of the date of this permit application.   

 

 

 

 
Registered Professional Engineer Block and Signature 

    

   

   

   

   

   
Signature and Date 

 
  

 Checklist 

 
Project Type: Is the application for new development, redevelopment, or a mix of new and 
redevelopment?  

  New development 

  Redevelopment 

  Mix of New Development and Redevelopment 

  

03/20/2024



  
 

swcheck (1) • 04/01/08 Stormwater Report Checklist • Page 3 of 8 

 

 

 

 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 Checklist (continued) 

 LID Measures:  Stormwater Standards require LID measures to be considered.  Document what 
environmentally sensitive design and LID Techniques were considered during the planning and design of 
the project:  

 
 No disturbance to any Wetland Resource Areas 

 
 Site Design Practices (e.g. clustered development, reduced frontage setbacks) 

 
 Reduced Impervious Area (Redevelopment Only) 

 
 Minimizing disturbance to existing trees and shrubs 

 
 LID Site Design Credit Requested: 

 
  Credit 1    

 
  Credit 2 

 
  Credit 3 

 
 Use of “country drainage” versus curb and gutter conveyance and pipe 

 
 Bioretention Cells (includes Rain Gardens) 

 
 Constructed Stormwater Wetlands (includes Gravel Wetlands designs) 

 
 Treebox Filter 

 
 Water Quality Swale 

 
 Grass Channel 

 
 Green Roof 

 
 Other (describe): 

       
 

 
 

 
Standard 1: No New Untreated Discharges 

 
 No new untreated discharges 

  Outlets have been designed so there is no erosion or scour to wetlands and waters of the 
Commonwealth 

 
 Supporting calculations specified in Volume 3 of the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook included. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 Checklist (continued) 

 
Standard 2:  Peak Rate Attenuation 

  Standard 2 waiver requested because the project is located in land subject to coastal storm flowage 
and stormwater discharge is to a wetland subject to coastal flooding. 

  Evaluation provided to determine whether off-site flooding increases during the 100-year 24-hour 
storm. 

 
 Calculations provided to show that post-development peak discharge rates do not exceed pre-

development rates for the 2-year and 10-year 24-hour storms.  If evaluation shows that off-site 
flooding increases during the 100-year 24-hour storm, calculations are also provided to show that 
post-development peak discharge rates do not exceed pre-development rates for the 100-year 24-
hour storm. 

 

 

 
Standard 3: Recharge 

 
 Soil Analysis provided. 

 
 Required Recharge Volume calculation provided. 

 
 Required Recharge volume reduced through use of the LID site Design Credits. 

 
 Sizing the infiltration, BMPs is based on the following method:  Check the method used. 

 
  Static   Simple Dynamic   Dynamic Field1 

 
 Runoff from all impervious areas at the site discharging to the infiltration BMP. 

 
 Runoff from all impervious areas at the site is not discharging to the infiltration BMP and calculations 

are provided showing that the drainage area contributing runoff to the infiltration BMPs is sufficient to 
generate the required recharge volume. 

 

 
 Recharge BMPs have been sized to infiltrate the Required Recharge Volume. 

  Recharge BMPs have been sized to infiltrate the Required Recharge Volume only to the maximum 
extent practicable for the following reason: 

 
  Site is comprised solely of C and D soils and/or bedrock at the land surface 

 
  M.G.L. c. 21E sites pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0000 

 
  Solid Waste Landfill pursuant to 310 CMR 19.000 

   Project is otherwise subject to Stormwater Management Standards only to the maximum extent 
 practicable. 

 
 Calculations showing that the infiltration BMPs will drain in 72 hours are provided. 

 
 Property includes a M.G.L. c. 21E site or a solid waste landfill and a mounding analysis is included. 

 
  

 
1 80% TSS removal is required prior to discharge to infiltration BMP if Dynamic Field method is used. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 Checklist (continued) 

 
Standard 3: Recharge (continued) 

 
 The infiltration BMP is used to attenuate peak flows during storms greater than or equal to the 10-

year 24-hour storm and separation to seasonal high groundwater is less than 4 feet and a mounding 
analysis is provided. 

 

  Documentation is provided showing that infiltration BMPs do not adversely impact nearby wetland 
resource areas. 

  
Standard 4: Water Quality 

 
The Long-Term Pollution Prevention Plan typically includes the following: 

• Good housekeeping practices;  

• Provisions for storing materials and waste products inside or under cover; 

• Vehicle washing controls; 

• Requirements for routine inspections and maintenance of stormwater BMPs;  

• Spill prevention and response plans;  

• Provisions for maintenance of lawns, gardens, and other landscaped areas;  

• Requirements for storage and use of fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides; 

• Pet waste management provisions;  

• Provisions for operation and management of septic systems;  

• Provisions for solid waste management; 

• Snow disposal and plowing plans relative to Wetland Resource Areas; 

• Winter Road Salt and/or Sand Use and Storage restrictions; 

• Street sweeping schedules; 

• Provisions for prevention of illicit discharges to the stormwater management system; 

• Documentation that Stormwater BMPs are designed to provide for shutdown and containment in the 
event of a spill or discharges to or near critical areas or from LUHPPL; 

• Training for staff or personnel involved with implementing Long-Term Pollution Prevention Plan;  

• List of Emergency contacts for implementing Long-Term Pollution Prevention Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A Long-Term Pollution Prevention Plan is attached to Stormwater Report and is included as an 
attachment to the Wetlands Notice of Intent. 

  Treatment BMPs subject to the 44% TSS removal pretreatment requirement and the one inch rule for 
calculating the water quality volume are included, and discharge: 

 
  is within the Zone II or Interim Wellhead Protection Area 

 
  is near or to other critical areas 

 
  is within soils with a rapid infiltration rate (greater than 2.4 inches per hour) 

 
  involves runoff from land uses with higher potential pollutant loads. 

 
 The Required Water Quality Volume is reduced through use of the LID site Design Credits. 

  Calculations documenting that the treatment train meets the 80% TSS removal requirement and, if 
applicable, the 44% TSS removal pretreatment requirement, are provided. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 Checklist (continued) 

 
Standard 4: Water Quality (continued) 

 
 The BMP is sized (and calculations provided) based on: 

 
  The ½” or 1” Water Quality Volume or 

   The equivalent flow rate associated with the Water Quality Volume and documentation is 
 provided showing that the BMP treats the required water quality volume. 

 
 The applicant proposes to use proprietary BMPs, and documentation supporting use of proprietary 

BMP and proposed TSS removal rate is provided.  This documentation may be in the form of the 
propriety BMP checklist found in Volume 2, Chapter 4 of the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook 
and submitting copies of the TARP Report, STEP Report, and/or other third party studies verifying 
performance of the proprietary BMPs. 

 

 

 
 A TMDL exists that indicates a need to reduce pollutants other than TSS and documentation showing 

that the BMPs selected are consistent with the TMDL is provided. 

 Standard 5: Land Uses With Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPLs) 

 
 The NPDES Multi-Sector General Permit covers the land use and the Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) has been included with the Stormwater Report. 
 

 
 The NPDES Multi-Sector General Permit covers the land use and the SWPPP will be submitted prior 

to the discharge of stormwater to the post-construction stormwater BMPs. 

  The NPDES Multi-Sector General Permit does not cover the land use. 

  LUHPPLs are located at the site and industry specific source control and pollution prevention 
measures have been proposed to reduce or eliminate the exposure of LUHPPLs to rain, snow, snow 
melt and runoff, and been included in the long term Pollution Prevention Plan.  

  All exposure has been eliminated. 

  All exposure has not been eliminated and all BMPs selected are on MassDEP LUHPPL list. 

  The LUHPPL has the potential to generate runoff with moderate to higher concentrations of oil and 
grease (e.g. all parking lots with >1000 vehicle trips per day) and the treatment train includes an oil 
grit separator, a filtering bioretention area, a sand filter or equivalent.  

 Standard 6: Critical Areas 

 
 The discharge is near or to a critical area and the treatment train includes only BMPs that MassDEP 

has approved for stormwater discharges to or near that particular class of critical area. 

  Critical areas and BMPs are identified in the Stormwater Report. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 Checklist (continued) 

 
Standard 7: Redevelopments and Other Projects Subject to the Standards only to the maximum 
extent practicable 

 
 The project is subject to the Stormwater Management Standards only to the maximum Extent 

Practicable as a: 

   Limited Project 

 
  Small Residential Projects: 5-9 single family houses or 5-9 units in a multi-family development 

 provided there is no discharge that may potentially affect a critical area. 

 
  Small Residential Projects: 2-4 single family houses or 2-4 units in a multi-family development  
  with a discharge to a critical area 

 
  Marina and/or boatyard provided the hull painting, service and maintenance areas are protected 

 from exposure to rain, snow, snow melt and runoff 

   Bike Path and/or Foot Path 

   Redevelopment Project 

   Redevelopment portion of mix of new and redevelopment. 

 
 Certain standards are not fully met (Standard No. 1, 8, 9, and 10 must always be fully met) and an 

explanation of why these standards are not met is contained in the Stormwater Report. 

 
 The project involves redevelopment and a description of all measures that have been taken to 

improve existing conditions is provided in the Stormwater Report.  The redevelopment checklist found 
in Volume 2 Chapter 3 of the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook may be used to document that 
the proposed stormwater management system (a) complies with Standards 2, 3 and the pretreatment 
and structural BMP requirements of Standards 4-6 to the maximum extent practicable and (b) 
improves existing conditions. 

 

 

 Standard 8: Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

 A Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan must include the 
following information: 
 

• Narrative; 

• Construction Period Operation and Maintenance Plan; 

• Names of Persons or Entity Responsible for Plan Compliance; 

• Construction Period Pollution Prevention Measures; 

• Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan Drawings; 

• Detail drawings and specifications for erosion control BMPs, including sizing calculations; 

• Vegetation Planning; 

• Site Development Plan; 

• Construction Sequencing Plan; 

• Sequencing of Erosion and Sedimentation Controls; 

• Operation and Maintenance of Erosion and Sedimentation Controls; 

• Inspection Schedule; 

• Maintenance Schedule; 

• Inspection and Maintenance Log Form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 A Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan containing 

the information set forth above has been included in the Stormwater Report. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Program 

Checklist for Stormwater Report  
 

 Checklist (continued) 

 
Standard 8: Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
(continued) 

  The project is highly complex and information is included in the Stormwater Report that explains why 
it is not possible to submit the Construction Period Pollution Prevention and Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Plan with the application. A Construction Period Pollution Prevention and 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control has not been included in the Stormwater Report but will be 
submitted before land disturbance begins. 

 

 

  The project is not covered by a NPDES Construction General Permit. 

 
 The project is covered by a NPDES Construction General Permit and a copy of the SWPPP is in the 

Stormwater Report. 

 
 The project is covered by a NPDES Construction General Permit but no SWPPP been submitted.  

The SWPPP will be submitted BEFORE land disturbance begins. 

 Standard 9: Operation and Maintenance Plan 

 
 The Post Construction Operation and Maintenance Plan is included in the Stormwater Report and 

includes the following information: 

   Name of the stormwater management system owners; 

   Party responsible for operation and maintenance; 

   Schedule for implementation of routine and non-routine maintenance tasks; 

   Plan showing the location of all stormwater BMPs maintenance access areas; 

   Description and delineation of public safety features; 

   Estimated operation and maintenance budget; and 

   Operation and Maintenance Log Form. 

 
 The responsible party is not the owner of the parcel where the BMP is located and the Stormwater 

Report includes the following submissions: 

   A copy of the legal instrument (deed, homeowner’s association, utility trust or other legal entity) 
 that establishes the terms of and legal responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the 
 project site stormwater BMPs;  

 
  A plan and easement deed that allows site access for the legal entity to operate and maintain 

 BMP functions. 

 Standard 10: Prohibition of Illicit Discharges 

  The Long-Term Pollution Prevention Plan includes measures to prevent illicit discharges; 

  An Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement is attached; 

 
 NO Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement is attached but will be submitted prior to the discharge of 

any stormwater to post-construction BMPs. 
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APPENDIX 1:
ABUTTER NOTIFICATION, ABUTTER LIST

 



 

Rev. 10/8/19 Notification to Abutters  

Town of Franklin Conservation Commission 

 
NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS 

 
Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

And 
The Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw 

 
 
In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
131, Section 40, you are hereby notified of the following proposed project: 
 
Stephen Powers has filed an Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation with 
the Franklin Conservation Commission for the Tri-County regional Vocational 
Technical High School on 147 Pond St, Franklin, MA 02038, under the Wetlands 
Protection Act (M.G.L c.131 §40). 
 
Copies of the Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation may be examined 
during regular office hours at 20 A Street, Framingham, MA 01701-4102 
 
Copies may also be examined by contacting the Franklin Conservation Department 
located at 355 East Central Street, Franklin, MA, (508) 520-4929. 
 
Notice of the public hearing including the date, time, and place will be published at 
least five (5) days in advance in the Milford Daily News. 
 
Notice of the public hearing including the date, time, and place will be posted in the 
Franklin Town Hall at least forty eight (48) hours in advance of the public hearing. 
 
The public hearing will be held on Thursday, September 21, 2023, at 7:00 pm, via 
Zoom, and can be accessed through the Conservation Commission agenda for that 
night, which will be posted on the Town’s website 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
Please call the Conservation Department at (508) 520-4929 if you have any 
questions. 
 
You may also contact the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, 
Central Regional Office, Worcester, MA at (508) 792-7650. 
 
 
 
  













































































































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                      
 
 
 

APPENDIX 2: 
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WPA FORM 4A 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 4A – Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

 
Franklin, MA 
City/Town 

  A. General Information 

 
1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button for GIS locator): 

 147 Pond St 
a. Street Address  

Franklin 
b. City/Town 

02038 
c. Zip Code 

 
Latitude and Longitude: 

42.10° N  
d. Latitude 

71.42° W 
e. Longitude 

 259 
f. Assessors Map/Plat Number   

004-000-000 
g. Parcel /Lot Number 

Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 
 
 

2.  Applicant: 

Karen  
a. First Name 

Maguire 
b. Last Name 

School Superintendent, Tri-County Regional Vocational Technical High School 
c. Organization 

147 Pond St 
d. Mailing Address  

Franklin 
e. City/Town 

 MA 
f. State 

    

02038 
g. Zip Code 

 508-528-5400 x101 
h. Phone Number 

508-528-6074 
i. Fax Number 

 maguire@tri-county.us 
j. Email Address 

3. Property owner (if different from applicant): 
  Check if more than one owner (attach additional  

 sheet with names and contact information) 

Same as above 
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

  
 

      
c. Organization 

       
d. Mailing Address  

Note: 
Before 
completing this 
form consult your 
local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance.  

      
e. City/Town 

       
f. State 

    

      
g. Zip Code 

       
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

4.  Representative (if any): 

Stephen  
a. Contact Person First Name 

Powers 
b. Contact Person Last Name 

Samiotes Consultants, Inc. 
c. Organization 

 20 A Street  
d. Mailing Address 

 Framingham 
e. City/Town  

MA 
f. State 

01701   
g. Zip Code 

  508-877-6688 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

SPowers@samiotes.com 
j. Email Address 

Fees will be 
calculated for 
online users.  

5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from attached ANRAD Wetland Fee Transmittal Form): 

EXEMPT 
a. Total Fee Paid 

EXEMPT 
b. State Fee Paid 

EXEMPT 
c. City/Town Fee Paid 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 4A – Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

 
Franklin, MA 
City/Town 

 B. Area(s) Delineated 

 1. Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) 
2,609 
Linear Feet of Boundary Delineated 

 
2. Check all methods used to delineate the Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) boundary: 

  a.  MassDEP BVW Field Data Form (attached) 

  b.   Other Methods for Determining the BVW boundary (attach documentation): 

   1.   50% or more wetland indicator plants 

   2.  Saturated/inundated conditions exist 

   3.  Groundwater indicators 

   4.  Direct observation 

   5.  Hydric soil indicators 

   6.  Credible evidence of conditions prior to disturbance 

 
3. Indicate any other resource area boundaries that are delineated: 

 
 Isolated Vegetated Wetland (IVW)  

a. Resource Area  

  

775 
b. Linear Feet Delineated 

 
       

c. Resource Area  

  

      
d. Linear Feet Delineated 

  

 C.  Additional Information 

 
Applicants must include the following plans with this Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area 
Delineation. See instructions for details. Online Users: Attach the Document Transaction Number 
(provided on your receipt page) for any of the following information you submit to the Department. 

 

 
1.  ANRAD (Delineation Plans only) 

 
2.   USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
 sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
 (Electronic filers may omit this item.)  

 

 3.   Plans identifying the boundaries of the Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) (and/or other 
 resource areas, if applicable). 

 
4.   List the titles and final revision dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this 
 Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 4A – Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 

  
MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

 
Franklin, MA 
City/Town 

 D. Fees 

 The fees for work proposed under each Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation must be 
calculated and submitted to the Conservation Commission and the Department (see Instructions and 
Wetland Fee Transmittal Form). 
 
1.  Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district of 
the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing authority, 
or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. 
 
Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to the attached Wetland Fee Transmittal 
Form) to confirm fee payment: 

 

 

 

 

  N/A 
2. Municipal Check Number 

      
3. Check date 

        
4. State Check Number 

      
5. Check date 

        
6. Payor name on check: First Name 

      
7. Payor name on check: Last Name 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

ANRAD Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 
Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab 
key to move 
your cursor - 
do not use the 
return key. 

 
 

A. Applicant Information 

1. Location of Project: 

147 Pond St 
a. Street Address 

Franklin 
b. City/Town 

FEE EXEMPT 
c. Fee amount 

N/A 
d. Check number 

2. Applicant: 

Karen  
a. First Name 

Maguire 
b. Last Name 

      
c. Company 

maguire@tri-county.us 
d. Mailing Address 

Franklin 
e. City/Town 

MA 
f. State 

02038 
g. Zip Code 

508-528-5400 x101 
h. Phone Number 

3. Property Owner (if different): 

Same as above 
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

      
c. Company 

       
d. Mailing Address 

       
e. City/Town 

      
f. State 

      
g. Zip Code 

       
h. Phone Number 

 B. Fees 

 
The fee is calculated as follows for each Resource Area Delineation included in the ANRAD (check 
applicable project type). The maximum fee for each ANRAD, regardless of the number of Resource 
Area Delineations, is $200 activities associated with a single-family house and $2,000 for any other 
activity.  

 

  Bordering Vegetated Wetland Delineation Fee: 

 Online 
users: check 
box if fee 
exempt. 

 1.  single family 
   house project 

       
a. feet of BVW 

       
x $2.00 = 

       
b. Fee for BVW 

 2.  all other  
  projects 

       
a. feet of BVW 

       
x $2.00 = 

       
b. Fee for BVW 

Other Resource Area (e.g., bank, riverfront area, etc.): 
 

 
 3.  single family 
   house project 

       
a. linear feet 

       
x $2.00 = 

       
b. Fee 

 
 4.  all other  

  projects 

       
a. linear feet 

       
x $2.00 = 

       
b. Fee 

 Total Fee for all Resource Areas: 
      
Fee 

 State share of filing fee: 
      
5. 1/2 of total fee less $12.50 

 City/Town share of filing fee: 
      
6. 1/2 of total fee plus $12.50 

   

AHOWARD
Architect
Tri-county Regional Vocational Technical High School

AHOWARD
Architect
 (School Superintendent)
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

ANRAD Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 C. Submittal Requirements 
 

a.) Send a copy of this form, with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to: 

 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Box 4062 
Boston, MA 02211 

 

b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area 
Delineation; a copy of this form; and the city/town fee payment. 

 
c.) To DEP Regional Office: Send one copy of the Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area 

Delineation (and any additional documentation required as part of a Simplified Review Buffer 
Zone Project); a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of 
Intent may submit these electronically.) 
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WETLAND DELINEATION REPORT 

TO: Samiotes 

FROM: Brad Holmes @ ECR, LLC 

DATE: April 7, 2023 

RE: Tri County Regional Vocational Technical High School, Franklin 
 
Per your request, Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC (ECR) performed a wetland 
delineation on March 23, 2023 at the Tri County Regional Vocational Technical High School in 
Franklin (the site).  The purpose of the delineation was to identify the landward limits of the 
wetland resource areas on and near the site.  The site consists of a high school with typical 
appurtenances including pave roadways, parking, athletic fields, recreational areas as well as a 
solar field. The weather on March 23rd was sunny, clear and cold (approximately 45 degrees) 
with light wind and dry site conditions. The weather was suitable for a wetland delineation, there 
was no snow cover or frozen ground conditions. 
 
Wetland Delineation 
ECR located the landward limits of several Bordering (BVW) and Isolated Vegetated Wetlands 
(IVW) located through the site. The wetland is part of a larger wetland system located off site to 
the north and east. The wetlands are part of multiple systems located within various portions of 
the site. Some of the wetlands are isolated lowlands while others area associated with 
intermittent flow and stormwater collection. Wetland flags (pink & black striped ribbon) were 
placed at the landward limits of the wetlands as follows: 
 

BVW A1 to A30 
 BVW B1 to B40 
 IVW C1 to C12 
 BVW D1 to D17 
 BVW F1 to F25 
 IVW G1 to G13  
 
The “A” through “D” wetlands are located to the southwest of the school and the “G” and “F” 
wetlands are located within the northwestern portion of the site. Please note, ECR observed 
several non-jurisdictional ditches located along the solar array and the roadways through the 
site. These ditches appear to manage stormwater throughout the site, but are not associated 
with any jurisdictional wetlands.  
 
Wetland Delineation Methodology 
The BVWs and IVWs were delineated following the methodology established by the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regulations found at 310 CMR 
10.55 pertaining to the delineation of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.  The delineation was 
performed by analyzing vegetation, hydrology within 12 inches of the surface, and soil 
conditions within 20 inches of the surface.  The vegetated wetlands contain hydric soils, 
saturated soils, and dominant wetland indicator plants.  One transect with two examination plots 
(yellow numbered plastic ribbons) was conducted in order to verify the accuracy of this wetland 
delineation (please refer to the DEP BVW Field Data Sheets attached).  
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As a result of ECR's field work and review of available environmental databases, ECR is able to 
confirm that the site contains the following wetland resource areas and areas of Conservation 
Commission jurisdiction: 
   

• Bordering Vegetated Wetlands  
• Isolated Vegetated Wetlands  
• 100-foot buffer zone to BVW & IVW 

 
Also, a review of the MassMapper database reveals the following: 
 

• The site is not located within Estimated/Priority Habitat for Rare Species according to the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (MaNHESP). 

• The site does not contain Certified Vernal Pools according to the MaNHESP. 
• The site does not contain U.S.G.S. mapped stream/river.  
• The site is not located within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 

 
Attachments 

1. USGS Locus Map 
2. FEMA F.I.R.M. 
3. NHESP Map 
4. DEP BVW Field Data Forms 

 
Upon review of this wetland delineation report, please contact me at (617) 529 – 3792 or 
Brad@ecrwetlands.com with any questions or requests for additional information. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brad Holmes, PWS, MCA 
Manager 
 
 
 

 



 

P.O. Box 4012, Plymouth, Massachusetts 02361 617-529-3792 | www.ecrwetlands.com 

 

 

 

WETLAND DELINEATION REPORT UPDATE 

TO: Samiotes Consulting, Inc. 

FROM: Brad Holmes @ ECR, LLC 

DATE: March 4, 2024 

RE: Tri County Regional Vocational Technical High School, Franklin 
 
Please include this Wetland Delineation Report Update to Environmental Consulting & 
Restoration, LLC’s (ECR) April 7, 2023 Wetland Delineation Report for delineation activities at 
the Tri County Regional Vocational Technical High School in Franklin (the site).  ECR performed 
additional wetland delineation activities on and near the solar field portion of the site on 
February 1, 2024.  ECR delineated the limits of stormwater basins in the northwest and 
southwest portions of the solar field, which is located to the east of the school building and 
parking lot.  ECR delineated these basins as Isolated Vegetated Wetlands that may be 
jurisdictional under the Town of Franklin Wetland Bylaw.  The ditches under the solar panels 
were not delineated during the February 1st review but have been located by the survey crew 
and are also potential Isolated Vegetated Wetlands that may be jurisdictional to the Town of 
Franklin Wetland Bylaw.  These areas are not wetland resource areas as defined in the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act or its associated Regulations found at 310 CMR 10.00.   
 
During the February 1st review, ECR placed flags to mark the limit of these stormwater basins 
as follows: 
 

• Southwest Stormwater Basin – ECR flags Swale #1 to #6, connect #6 to Basin 
#1.  Basin #1 runs to Basin #9.  Connect Basin #9 to Swale #106 end at Swale #100.   

 
• Northwest Stormwater Basin – ECR flags #200 to #219. 

 
Upon review of this wetland delineation report update, please contact me at (617) 529 – 3792 or 
Brad@ecrwetlands.com with any questions or requests for additional information. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brad Holmes, PWS, MCA 
Manager 
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Applicant: Prepared by: Brad Holmes, Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC Project Location: Tri County Regional Voc

Check all that apply: Franklin, MA

Section I. Vegetation Transect A Plot 1 Date: 3/23/23

A. Sample Layer and Plant Species B. Basal Area (or percent cover) C. Percent 

Dominance

D. Dominant Plant Wetland Indicator Status

Trees Black Birch Betula lenta 16,10,5,6= 323.7 37.3% Yes FACU-

Black Oak Quercus valentina 26= 496.6 57.2% Yes FACU

White Oak Quercus alba 5,6= 48.3 5.6% No FACU

Total = 868.6

Saplings Black Birch Betula lenta 30.0% 85.7% Yes FACU-

American Beech Fagus grandifolia 5.0% 14.3% No FACU

Shrubs Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana 10.0% 100.0% Yes FAC-

Herbaceous None

Vines None

* Use an asterisk to mark wetland indicator plants: plant species listed in the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL  c. 131, s. 40); plants in the genus Sphagnum; plants listed as 

 FAC, FAC+, FACW-, FACW, FACW+, or OBL; or plants with physiological or morphological adaptations.  If any plants are identified as wetland indicator plants

 due to physiological or morphological adaptations, describe the adaptation next to the asterisk.

** Use to identify plants that are acting as Hydrophytes (buttress roots, adventitous buds, etc.) 

Vegetation Conclusion

Number of dominant wetland indicator plants:              0 Number of dominant non-wetland indicator plants:  4

Is the number of dominant wetland plants equal to or greater than the number of dominant non-wetland plants?  Yes

If vegetation alone is presumed adequate to delineate the BVW boundary, submit this form with the Request for Determination of Applicability or Notice of Intent. 

Section II.  Indicators of Hydrology Other Indicators of Hydrology (check all that apply)

Hydric Soil Interpretation Site inundated? No

1.  Soil Survey Depth to free water in observation hole: None

Is there a published soil survey for this site? Depth to soil saturation in observation hole: 12"

title/date: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx Water lines: Yes

map number:  Mass Mapper Drift Marks: No

soil type map: Sediment Deposits: Yes

hydric soil inclusions:  No Drainage Patterns in BVW: Yes

Are field observations consistent with soil survey? Oxidized Rhizospheres: No

Remarks:  Water Stained Leaves: Yes

2.  Soil Description Recorded data (stream, tidal gauge; aerial photo; other) 

Horizon Depth                Matrix Texture Redoximorphic Features

O 0-4"         10YR2/1 Organic Other: Plot is in wetland below wetland flag #A1

A 4"-14"      10YR3/1 Redox. Evidence of flooding

B 14"-20"    10YR4/1 Redox. Number of wetland plants > than

number of non-wetland plants?

Wetland hydrology present:

hydric soil

other indicators

3.  Other SAMPLE PLOT IS IN A BVW

Is soil hydric?

Upland land, Montauk, Hollis & Charlton

Vegetation alone presumed adequate to delineate BVW boundary:fill out Section I only

Vegetation and other indications of hydrology used to delineate BVW boundary: fill out sections I and II
Method other than dominance test used (attach additional information)

Yes No 

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

YES NO

No No No 



Applicant: Prepared by: Brad Holmes, Environmental Consulting & Restoration, LLC Project Location: Tri County Regional Voc

Check all that apply: Franklin, MA

Section I. Vegetation Transect A Plot 2 Date: 3/23/23

A. Sample Layer and Plant Species B. Basal Area (or percent cover) C. Percent 

Dominance

D. Dominant Plant Wetland Indicator Status

Trees Black Oak Quercus valentina 22,12,30,16= 1395.8 56.3% Yes FACU

White Pine Pinus strobus 34,12= 926.7 37.4% Yes FACU

Swamp Tupelo Nyssa sylvatica 5,5= 39.2 1.6% No FACW+

Norway Maple Acer platanoides 6= 28.7 1.2% No UPL

Black Birch Betula lenta 5,5= 39.2 1.6% No FACU-

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata 5,6= 48.3 1.9% No FACU

Total = 2477.9

Saplings White Pine Pinus strobus 10.0% 50.0% Yes FACU

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata 10.0% 50.0% Yes FACU

Shrubs Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana 15.0% 100.0% Yes FAC-

Herbaceous Pennsylvania Sedge Carex pensylvanica 20.0% 100.0% Yes FAC

Vines Bittersweet Celastrus scandens 10.0% 100.0% Yes FACU-

** Use to identify plants that are acting as Hydrophytes (buttress roots, adventitous buds, etc.) 

Vegetation Conclusion

Number of dominant wetland indicator plants:              1 Number of dominant non-wetland indicator plants:  6

Is the number of dominant wetland plants equal to or greater than the number of dominant non-wetland plants?  No

If vegetation alone is presumed adequate to delineate the BVW boundary, submit this form with the Request for Determination of Applicability or Notice of Intent. 

Section II.  Indicators of Hydrology Other Indicators of Hydrology (check all that apply)

Hydric Soil Interpretation Site inundated? No

1.  Soil Survey Depth to free water in observation hole: None

Is there a published soil survey for this site? Depth to soil saturation in observation hole: None

title/date: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx Water lines: No

map number:  Mass Mapper Drift Marks: No

soil type map: Sediment Deposits: No

hydric soil inclusions:  No Drainage Patterns in BVW: No

Are field observations consistent with soil survey? Oxidized Rhizospheres: No

Remarks:  Water Stained Leaves: No

2.  Soil Description Recorded data (stream, tidal gauge; aerial photo; other) 

Horizon Depth                Matrix Texture Redoximorphic Features

1"-0 Fibric Other: Plot is in upland above wetland flag #A1

O 0-2"        10YR3/2 Organic

A 2"-4"       10YR4/2 Number of wetland plants > than

B 4"-12"      10YR5/6 Refusal at 12" number of non-wetland plants?

Wetland hydrology present:

hydric soil

other indicators

3.  Other SAMPLE PLOT IS IN A BVW

Is soil hydric?

Upland land, Montauk, Hollis & Charlton

Vegetation alone presumed adequate to delineate BVW boundary:fill out Section I only

Vegetation and other indications of hydrology used to delineate BVW boundary: fill out sections I and II
Method other than dominance test used (attach additional information)

Yes No 

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

YES NO

No No No 
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APPENDIX 3:
VARIANCE REQUESTS   



 

 

March 14, 2024 
 

Town of Franklin Conservation Commission 
ATTN: Breeka Li Goodlander 
355 E. Central Street 

Franklin, MA 02038 
 
Re: Tri-County Reginal Vocational Technical High School SCI#: 52033.00  
      147 Pond Street 
 
Alternative Analysis Letter  
 
Dear Ms. Goodlander: 

 
As part of our Notice of Intent resubmission, we are respectfully submitting this alternative analysis as 

part of our waiver request for the Franklin Conservation Commission in accordance with the Franklin 
Wetlands Protection By-Law Rules and Regulations: 
 

Based on the on-site resource areas noted within the Wetlands Protection By-Law, which includes 
the 25’ No disturbance from the affected resource area, 25’-50’ foot No Build buffer zone, and 50’-
100’ buffer zone, the design team is constrained in siting the Tri-County Regional Vocational 

Technical High School project within the 60.5-acre parcel, while keeping the existing school in 
operation as the new school and proposed site features are constructed. In addition to constructing a 
compact three-story, rectangular design fitting into the available buildable area into the sloping 
behind of the existing school, we have attempted to configure the site layout, grading, stormwater 
design to the greatest extent possible to comply with the applicable rules and regulations within 
jurisdiction of the Commission. In short, there have been many site layout design iterations during 
the design phase that have attempted to balance site and constraints code (including limiting 

resource area impact) to provide a functioning new school development. 
 

Alternative Layout Development: 
 

A number of alternative site and building layouts were investigated in order to accommodate Town 
regulations, including the Conservation Commission Bylaw and Franklin Town Code. The solar field was 
selected as the location of the new school as it satisfied a number of criteria for construction, including: 1) 
Phasing (could be constructed in an isolated area of the campus with limited impact to ongoing school 

program; 2) Originally away from other valuable on-site wetland resource areas; 3) Construction costs – 
Mass grading had already been performed to level out the topography as part of the solar field construction. 
Many areas throughout the campus for new construction were considered. The solar field was determined 
to be the best option for many of the reasons noted below, including environmental impacts. 
 
During the course of the design process, site layout, grading, utility routing was revised to limit 

environmental impacts. Two examples are included within this Alternative Analysis to show the progression 
of design: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Samiotes Consultants, Inc. 
Civil Engineers + Land Surveyors 
 
20 A Street 
Framingham, MA  01701-4102 
 
T 508.877.6688 
F 508.877.8349 
 
www.samiotes.com 



 

Tri-County Reg. Vocational Technical High School MSBA Schematic Design Submission (06-27-23)  

Site/building layout proposed by the Design Team, including the wetlands delineation. The 
wetlands delineation shown within the MSBA Schematic Design Submission Utility Plan provided 
shows the proposed secondary access road was reconfigured to avoid the wetlands highlighted and 
use the existing utility access routing already in place (Note: Existing route proposed to be widened 
to accommodate larger emergency vehicle traffic, as well as larger vehicles during construction. 
Resulting access is shown on the current proposed set and will serve as emergency access for the 
site.   

 

 

 

 



Tri-County Reg. Vocational Technical High Topographic Plan of Land Wetland Update (02-28-24)  

Additional resource areas under local Con-Com bylaw were delineated. A revised version of the 
Topographic Plan of Land by Samiotes Consultants Inc. was submitted to include this delineation. 
and submitted to the Town for review. The proposed building was shifted north and proposed 
parking was reconfigured to preserve as much of the local resource area as possible, while creating 
a potential future outdoor learning environment (SW and BA series flagging) 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding this report or other issues, Stephen Powers, PE can be 
reached at 508-877-6688. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Stephen Powers 
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