
 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

AGENDA  
 

May 18, 2021  
7:00 PM. 

 
Virtual Meeting 

 
Due to the growing concerns regarding the COVID-19 virus, we will be conducting a 
remote/virtual Design Review Commission Meeting. In an effort to ensure citizen 
engagement and comply with open meeting law regulations, citizens will be able to dial 
into the meeting using the provided phone number (Cell phone or Landline Required) 
OR citizens can participate by copying the link (Phone, Computer, or Tablet required).  
Please click on     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87528868509      or call on your phone at 1-
929-205-6099, meeting ID is 87528868509 
 

 
7:00 PM Entegris – 10 Forge Parkway 

Install Non-Illuminated Monument Sign@ 15 sq. ft. (Text area approximately 
4.5 sq. ft.) 
 

7:05 PM Factory Square – 1 Fisher Street 
  Install two monument signs 
 
7:10 PM iFix Phones dba iFixonwheelz LLC – 15 East Central Sign 
  Install sticker banner over existing sign 
 

   
   
 
 
General Matters:  
 
Approval of Minutes:  May 4, 2021 
 
Response Letter to Ms. Whalen 
   

 
 

 
COMMENTS: These listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at 
the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
  
This agenda is subject to change.  Last updated: May 13, 2021 
The next meeting of the Design Review Commission is scheduled for June 1, 2021 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87528868509
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Town of Franklin 
 

 
Design Review Commission 

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Vice Chair Baryluk called the above-captioned meeting to order this date at 7:00 PM, as a Remote 
Access Virtual Zoom Meeting. Members in attendance: Vice Chair Chris Baryluk, James Bartro, Sam 
Williams, Gerald Wood, Associate Venkata Sompally. Members absent: Chair Mark Fitzgerald. Also 
present: Maxine Kinhart, Administrative Assistant.  
 
As stated on the agenda, due to the continued concerns regarding the COVID-19 virus, this meeting will 
be conducted as a Remote/Virtual Design Review Commission meeting. In an effort to ensure citizen 
engagement and comply with open meeting law regulations, citizens will be able to dial into the meeting 
using the provided phone number, or citizens can participate by using the Zoom link provided on the 
agenda.  
 
Vice Chair Baryluk authorized Associate Venkata Sompally to vote.  

 
1. NETA – 5 Kenwood Circle - Install 3 post & panel directional signs (3’x 3’ OAH 10’) 9 sq. ft. each: 

NETA w/Logo – driver entrance (2’x 3’ 6 sq. ft.) 
 
Ms. Alyson Ibbotson from Lauretano Sign Group, representing the applicant, stated that the landlord 
provided a letter regarding the tenants occupying space at the address. No other signage will be 
allowed on the property other than the existing signage and/or the proposed signage as submitted by 
NETA. She stated that they are looking at options to increase the sign height to 10 ft. to allow for 
snow banks and still allow for visibility of the signage. She stated that she submitted two options. 
Commission members discussed the allowed height. Mr. Williams stated that the sign could be up to 
25 ft. high for a free-standing sign in that zone.  

 
Motion: To Approve the sign package as submitted with a note that they can do the 10 ft. tall sign. 
Motioned by S. Williams. Seconded by G. Wood. Roll Call Vote: Bartro-YES; Williams-YES; 
Wood-YES; Sompally-YES; Baryluk-YES. Voted 5-0-0.    

 
General Matters: Mr. Williams stated that he was at the Franklin Village Plaza; the new Dollar Tree 
store has vinyl graphics all over their windows which is not allowed. He does not know if the graphics are 
there for the grand opening or if they will be more permanent. Vice Chair Baryluk stated that in such 
cases, an email is sent to the inspector letting him know that the Commission is cognizant that the store is 
in violation under normal circumstances. Ms. Kinhart stated that she thinks if it is for a grand opening, it 
is allowed. It was noted that this was not part of Dollar Tree’s submissions. Commission members 
discussed that they should enforce the rules and this should be addressed. Vice Chair Baryluk suggested 
waiting until after the grand opening and following up in a few weeks. Mr. Bartro stated that he is okay 
with the non-enforcement for the grand opening. Vice Chair Baryluk stated that he could email Building 
Commissioner Gus Brown. He noted the Commission will keep track of the Dollar Tree store.  
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Approval of Meeting Minutes: April 20, 2021 
Discussion regarding the meeting minutes: Ms. Kinhart stated that she has not sent the response letter to 
Ms. Whalen yet. When the letter is completed, she will send it to Ms. Whalen and put a copy of the letter 
in the meeting minutes.  
 
Motion: To Approve the April 20, 2021 Meeting Minutes as presented. Motioned by S. Williams. 
Seconded by V. Sompally. Roll Call Vote: Bartro-ABSTAIN; Williams-YES; Wood-ABSTAIN; 
Sompally-YES; Baryluk-YES. Voted 3-0-2.    
 
Motion to Adjourn by J. Bartro. Seconded by S. Williams. Roll Call Vote: Bartro-YES; Williams-YES; 
Wood-YES; Sompally-YES; Baryluk-YES. Voted 5-0-0.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:13 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted,    
 
 
 
________________________ 
Judith Lizardi 
Recording Secretary 



TOWN OF 
FRANKLIN 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
 
Mark Fitzgerald, Chairman 
Chris Baryluk, Vice Chairman 

 
James Bartro Venkata KP Sompally, 
Samuel Williams    Associate 
Gerald Wood 

 
May 11, 2021 
 
 
 
Ms. Sharon Whalen 
2 Magnolia Drive 
Franklin, MA 02038 
 
Dear Ms. Whalen, 
  
Thank you for your interest in the matter of the signage at 150 Emmons Street, Suite 2.  It's 
great to see civic involvement and residents that care about the appearance of our community! 
We appreciate the time and effort it took to draft a thoughtful letter to the Commission. We 
immediately added your concerns to the next scheduled open meeting agenda. Prior to the 
meeting, board members reviewed the original submission and other documentation in order to 
provide you with a thoughtful response. Members also reviewed current photographs taken of 
the site. 
  
When originally proposed, the building’s owner controlled the whole space and dictated to his 
tenants what was allowable. He even determined there would be a consistent theme to the 
signage in terms of arrangement and placement on the building. He set the shapes and layout. 
At the time, he even dictated colors and fonts. Unfortunately, the building changed hands and 
the new developer does not have the same interest in signage. He/she/they allowed the PJ 
Mart applicant to propose their own sign. The DRC was able to hold them to the same foot 
print and shape, but because the by-law does not specify colors and fonts, we have little 
recourse on non-illuminated signs. We struggle with “New England Character” because that 
isn’t really defined anywhere. We object to any “neon” colors, but it is difficult to argue that 
“red, white, and blue” is out of character with a New England town. 
 
Again, thank you for your time to address your concerns and we look forward to hearing from 
you and the Franklin Community in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Mark Fitzgerald, Chairman 
Chris Baryluk, Vice Chairman 
James Bartro 
Samuel Williams 
Gerald Wood 
Venkata KP Sompally, Associate 
Franklin Design Review Commission 
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