
TOWN OF FRANKLIN 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Franklin Municipal Building 
257 Fisher Street 

Franklin, MA 02038-3026 
 
 
 
 
May 3, 2023 
 
Mr. Greg Rondeau, Chairman 
Members of the Franklin Planning Board 
355 East Central Street 
Franklin, MA 02038 
 
 
RE:  Site Plan – Maplegate North Solar 
 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman and Members: 
 
 
We have reviewed the submitted materials for the subject project and offer the following 
comments: 
 

1. Permit applications that may need to be filed with the Franklin Department of 
Public Works include (but are not necessarily limited to) a Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan Certification Permit and a Trench Permit.  

 
2. While the Stormwater Report indicates the project will comply with the MADEP 

Stormwater Standards and the Town’s Stormwater Management bylaw, the report 
should indicate how the project specifically meets the Town’s standards criteria 
under 153-16. 
 

3. The outfall pipes for the surface basin are called out to be HDPE rather than RCP, 
however they are not in areas subject to traffic.  

 
4. The grading plan shows areas highlighted in red which are to be regraded but it 

doesn’t indicate how the grades will be modified or if it will impact drainage 
patterns. 
 

5. Rainfall amounts used in the calculations should be updated to reflect current 
NOAA Atlas 14 values.  
 

6. The spillway elevation for the surface basin is less than 0.10ft higher than the 
flood elevation for the 100 year storm event. The grading should be revised to 
provide additional freeboard.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Maglio, P.E. 
Town Engineer 
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DATE: May 2, 2023 

TO:  Franklin Planning Board 

FROM: Department of Planning and Community Development 

RE: Maplegate Solar North 

Site Plan  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The DPCD has reviewed the above referenced Site Plan Modification application for the 

Monday, May 8, 2023 Planning Board meeting and offers the following commentary: 

General: 

1. The site is accessed through Bellingham at 160 Maple St, and located in the Industrial 

Zoning District. 

2. The Planning Board approved an 81-P ANR plan on January 9, 2023, combing the lots 

indicated on the application, into one single lot. 

3. The proposed project includes the construction solar panels, along with drainage. 

4. The Applicant has filed a NOI with the Conservation Commission. 

5. Review letters will be provided from BETA, DPW and Fire.   

 

 

Comments: 

1. Per section §185-31.C(3)(i) – provide outdoor lighting, open space areas, snow storage 

and parking areas. 

2. Per section §185-31.C(3)(j) – provide location, size and sketch of all proposed signs. 

3. Per section §185-31.C(3)(k) – provide a complete landscaping plans, including existing 

vegetation and proposed plantings. 

4. Per section §185-31.C(3)(l) – provide a photometric plan. 

5. The Town staff recommended providing public access, such as a walking trail around the 

perimeter of the site or a park with public access. 



 

 

FRANKLIN FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO : DPCD 
 
FROM : J. S. BARBIERI, DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 
 
DATE : 27 MARCH 2023 
 
RE : MAPLEGATE SOLAR PROJECT NORTH 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the above mentioned plan.  We would 
request a small turn around stub be located on the access road near the inverter 
and transformer on the south part of sheet C-304.    
 
Please contact me should you have any question or require any additional 
information. 
 
 
cc: file 
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The following notice will be published in the Milford Daily Newspaper once on  

Monday, April 24, 2023 and again on May 1, 2023 

________________________________________________________________________ 

FRANKLIN PLANNING BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 

 

In accordance with the Town of Franklin Zoning By-Laws, the Franklin Planning Board will hold 

a public hearing at the Town Hall (and can also be attended remotely) on Monday, May 8, 2023 

at 7:05 PM in the Town Council Chambers of the Franklin Municipal Building, 355 East Central 

Street, for a Site Plan application titled “Proposed Site Plan Documents” prepared by Bohler 

Engineering, Southborough, MA., and submitted to the Department of Planning & Community 

Development on April 13, 2023, by Nextgrid Mescalbean, LLC, San Francisco, CA. 

The property is located in the Industrial Zoning District and includes the northern lots on the 

Assessors Map 239, Lot 10. Map 254 Lot 009 and Map 255 Lot 001 with access through 

Bellingham.  The applicant is proposing to construct a solar array. 

Please note: This will be your only written notice of this public hearing.  Should the Planning 

Board vote to continue this Public Hearing, the date and time will be posted on the Planning 

Board’s website under Agendas. 

Please contact the Department of Planning & Community Development at (508) 520-4907 if you 

require further information or if you need to make arrangements to provide translation services for 

the hearing impaired, or for persons with language barriers. 

Copies of the plan and supporting documentation may be reviewed in the Department of Planning 

& Community Development during regular office hours.  

 

Greg Rondeau, Chairman 
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