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Town of Franklin Conservation Commission

LOCAL FILING FEE CALCULATION WORKSHEET

1. NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI)

1.1. New Individual Single Family Home (SFH) $200.00 ______
This includes all projects associated with a SFH

1.2. Work Associated with Existing Residential Property
$50.00 ______

Above-ground pools, fences or other incidental projects
involving land disturbance that are not covered by the MBZA

1.3. Control of Nuisance Vegetation $50.00 $50.00
This category shall not apply to any non-natural
deposition of material e.g. vegetative debris

1.4. Subdivisions

Base Fee $600.00 ______
Infrastructure in Buffer Zone or Resource Area

Roads

___ linear feet x $2.00  = ______
*Drainage Structures ___ X $10.00 each = ______
Wetland Resource Area Disturbed  ___square feet x $0.50= ______

(If single family homes are proposed as part of a subdivision
application, for each house in jurisdiction, individual NOI fees will apply.)

1.5. Multifamily Dwellings, including Condominium Units:
__MFDU x $100.00______
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1.6. Commercial/Industrial

Base Fee $600.00 ______
Infrastructure in Buffer Zone or Resource Area

Roads

___ linear feet x $2.00   = ______
*Drainage Structures ___ X $10.00 each =______
Wetland Resource Area Disturbed ___ square feet x $0.50  = ______
Buildings ___ X $125 each = ______
All Accessory Improvements $100.00     = ______

2. REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION (RDA) $100.00

3. MINOR BUFFER ZONE ACTIVITY (MBZA) $50.00

4. ABBREVIATED NOTICE OF RESOURCE AREA DETERMINATION
(ANRAD)

$0.50/foot/resource area: = ______

5. OTHER PERMITS/SERVICES

Order of Conditions Extension $50.00 ______
Certificate of Compliance Request $50.00 ______
Certificate Re-Inspection $50.00 ______
Status Letter for Financial Institution $100.00 ______
Permit Amendment $100.00 ______

6. FILING FEE CALCULATION

Town Share of State Fees (See NOI Wetland $ 262.50
Fee Transmittal Form)

Local Filing Fee Calculated Above $ __________
TOTAL Due Town of Franklin (Check No.1) $ __________

State Share of Filing Fee (See NOI Wetland
Fee Transmittal Form)
TOTAL Due DEP (Check No. 2) $ 237.50

7. ADVERTISING FEE (Check No. 3) TBD
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The fee will be the exact amount the newspaper charges for that specific
advertisement. Once the advertisement is placed with the paper, by the
Conservation Commission, the applicant will be notified of the cost and will be
expected to submit a check for that exact amount, payable to the Town of
Franklin, to the Conservation Department prior to the first hearing.

*Drainage structures: catch basins, manholes, leaching basins, gutter inlet or any
other man-made structure (other than a pipe) for purposes of controlling drainage.
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Town of Franklin Conservation Commission

RESOURCE AREA IMPACT SUMMARY FORM

The Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw
Franklin Town Code Section 181

Resource Area Alteration Proposed Mitigation
Proposed

Bordering Vegetated Wetland
(SF)
Bank (LF)
Land Under Water Bodies (SF) 1,306,800 Sq-ft 0 Sq-ft
Isolated Wetland (SF)
Vernal Pool (SF)
Buffer Zone (SF)
Riverfront (SF)
100-Year Floodplain (CF)

(SF) = Square Feet
(LF) = Linear Feet
(CF) = Cubic Feet Flood Storage

Rev. 8/22/19 Resource Area Impact Summary Form



Rev. 8/22/19 Application Process Signature Form  

Town of Franklin Conservation Commission 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS SIGNATURE FORM 
 

 

There are three different applications that can be submitted to undertake work in a 

jurisdictional area: a Notice of Intent (NOI), a Request for Determination (RDA) and a 

Minor Buffer Zone Activity (MBZA). All three applications have different criteria for 

submission and approval and the NOI and RDA are governed by both the state law and 

the local bylaw. The MBZA is issued under the local bylaw only. 

 

When a potential applicant requests advice from the Conservation Agent on which 

application to file, the opinion of the Agent is based on the information given by the 

potential applicant and any other information available to the Agent, e.g. the town’s GIS 

system. The Agent has no legal right to go onto private property at any time until after 

an application is filed or permission of the property owner is given. 

 

It is important that all applicants understand that after an application is filed, additional 

information may come to light e.g. via a field inspection or a review of the application, 

that may impact the scope of the submitted application and the approval process. 

Therefore, it is the ultimate responsibility of the applicant to decide which 

application to file. 

 

In light of the above, please sign below indicating an understanding of this policy and 

submit it with the application. 

 

 

__________________________________         _______________________ 

Signature of Property Owner                                     Date 

 
 

 

 

Paul Langley (Mar 22, 2023 11:57 EDT)
Paul Langley 03/22/23



ATTACHMENT B



Spruce Pond
Village Association Notice of Intent 2023

SPRUCE POND

1.0 Introduction
The "Applicant", the Spruce Pond Village Association, is seeking approval to continue an Aquatic
Management Program at Spruce Pond. The ongoing objective of the management program is to
1) control the growth of nuisance and non-native aquatic plant species, in particular, variable
watermilfoil (Myriophyllum heterophyllum) and purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), and
nuisance filamentous algae, 2) to improve and maintain open water habitat, maintain water
quality, promote growth of less pervasive native plant species, and 3) to provide safe recreational
access to the pond. Based on the type, distribution, and density of vegetation within Spruce
Pond, it has been concluded the restoration goals of the Applicant can best be achieved through
regular monitoring and the prudent use of USEPA/MA DAR registered herbicides and algaecides.

The proposed project has been filed as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project under 310 CMR
10.53(4) and will protect the interest of the Wetland Protection Act by controlling a nuisance
species, improving fish habitat, improving water quality and slowing lake eutrophication.

2.0 Site Description:
Spruce Pond is a 5.25-acre waterbody with two basins separated by Quince Island Road. The
larger portion of the pond is 4.75-acres, while the smaller section is 0.5-acres. The southern
portion wraps around the southern end of the property. The pond's watershed is small with the
main source of water being from surficial runoff from the immediate area, supplemented by a
small brook that runs through undeveloped land to the south of the pond.

The entirety of the pond would be considered a littoral area, where sunlight penetrates through
the water to the sediment and can support dense aquatic macrophyte growth. The pond's outlet
structure is located adjacent to King Street. Outflow from the pond continues north until it enters
the Beaver Pond wetlands. The shoreline of Spruce Pond Is used for fishing, irrigation, and
passive wildlife viewing and the area around that supports moderate to extensive residential
development.

The proposed management program is a continuation of the previously approved Order of
Conditions (DEP #159-1193) and will continue the objectives of controlling invasive growth, while
seeking to improve the biologic function of the waterbody. Details on the plant growth can be
found in the next section.

The following observations were made during multiple surveys and site visits at the pond: During
the growing season, sparse to moderate variable watermilfoil patches grow throughout both the
larger and smaller basins. Benthic filamentous algae was observed growing primarily along the
shoreline and on the milfoil patches. Established patches of white and yellow water lilies
(Nymphaea odorafa & Nuphar variagafa) grow along the shoreline adjacent to King Street in the
No-Management Area; smaller patches of waterlilies were also encountered within the
Management Area. Purple loosestrife was observed scattered intermittently around the shoreline
on the rip-rap of the bank. If unmanaged, dense growth of vegetation can degrade water quality,
fish/wildlife habitat, and reduce recreational access to the pond.

Based on the goals of the Applicant, a management program focusing on regular monitoring and
chemical treatment with USEPA/MA DAR approved herbicides and algaecides is proposed to
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Village Association Notice of Intent 2023

control the non-native and nuisance plant and algae species to maintain open water conditions
and maintain desirable water quality.

3.0 Proposed Management Program
Multiple-year (5-year) approval is requested for the reimplementation of the successful Aquatic
Management Program at Spruce Pond. The continued goal of the management program is to
control growth of variable watermilfoil and other nuisance aquatic plant and algae species, to
improve and maintain open water habitat, promote the growth of less pervasive native plant
species, and provide safe recreational access to the pond through an integrated management
program. This management program has been developed to be compatible with the goals of
Applicant keeping in mind the regulatory responsibilities of the Franklin Conservation
Commission and MA DEP.

As with any dynamic system, the ability to change and modify the management program is
paramount to its success. The primary objective of the management program is to continue
controlling variable watermilfoil growth. The other objectives - improving water quality and
maintaining open water habitat- can be achieved through regular monitoring supplemented by
the prudent use of USEP A/ MA DAR registered aquatic herbicides and algaecides. Specifically,
we are requesting approval for use of diquat (trade name: Tribune) and glyphosate (Aqua Pro)
herbicides, and copper-based algaecides. Additionally, we are seeking conditional approval for
fluridone (Sonar), should conditions within the waterbody require different management
techniques.

The proposed herbicides and algaecides specifically affect the target species to be controlled
and have a negligible effect on the non-target species and wildlife when applied in accordance
with the label directions. All chemicals are applied at or below suggested does according to the
product label. All doses are based on plant types and densities, so that a minimum amount of the
chemicals will be introduced into the waterbody.

No significant alteration to the wetland resource areas will occur as a result of the proposed
pond management program; instead, the resource areas will be enhanced by controlling a
non-native, invasive aquatic plant species, dense native vegetation, and improving water quality.
5.2 Proposed Products and Management Techniques

Details on Proposed Treatment Chemicals

Diquat (Tribune® - EPA # 100-1091 or equivalent)
Tribune (diquat) is an effective herbicide for partial-pond treatments due to its rapid mode of
action and short herbicide concentration-exposure-time requirements. Even though diquat is
considered to be a contact herbicide, longer term control may be seen as plants' root crowns will
not be allowed to develop. The USEPA/MA registered herbicide diquat dibromide will be applied
to the area at or below the permissible label dose. Tribune is a widely used herbicide, applied to
greater than 500 lakes and ponds each year throughout the northeast, to control nuisance
submersed aquatic plants. Diquat would be applied to control milfoil, curly-leaf pondweed and
other nuisance submersed plants at the application rate of 1 .0- 2.0 gal/acre, if necessary.
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Temporary water use restrictions for diquat are as follows: 1) No drinking or cooking for 3 days.
2) No irrigation of turf for 3 days and of food crops for 5 days, and 3) No livestock watering for 1
day. There are no restrictions on swimming, boating, or fishing, but prudent herbicide/algaecide
management dictates that we should close the pond on the day of treatment. The shoreline of
the pond will be posted with signs warning of these temporary water use restrictions, prior to
treatment.

Diquat is translocated to some extent within the plant. Its rapid action tends to disrupt the leaf
cuticle of plants and acts by interfering with photosynthesis. Upon contact with the soil, it is
adsorbed immediately and thereby biologically inactivated. Residual levels of diquat in treated
water declines rapidly and their reduction is due to the uptake by the targeted vegetation and
adsorption to suspended soil particles in the water or on the bottom mud. Photochemical
degradation accounts for some loss under conditions of high sunlight and clear waters.

Impacts Specific to the Wetlands Protection Act using Diquat
● Protection of public and private water resources - Benefit (water quality improvement)
● Protection of groundwater supply - Neutral no interaction as diquat is absorbed to soil

particles
● Flood control - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Storm damage prevention - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Prevention of pollution - Generally neutral (no significant interaction), but could be a

detriment if plant die-off causes low oxygen at the bottom of the lake
● Protection of land containing shellfish - Generally neutral (no significant interaction), but

reduced algae might reduce food resources for shellfish, and direct toxicity is possible
under unusual circumstances

● Protection of fisheries - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible detriment
(food source alteration, loss of cover)

● Protection of wildlife habitat - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible
detriment (food source alteration, loss of cover)

Glyphosate (Aqua Pro® - EPA # 62719-324-67690, Rodeo - EPA # 62719-324 or equivalent)
Glyphosate is used to control waterlilies, watershield and emergent plants such as purple
loosestrife and common reed. It is typically applied in August/September for control of emergent
species. Glyphosate would be applied at the recommended Federal/State concentration of 3
quarts/acre. There are no water  use restrictions associated with the use of glyphosate other than
use in the vicinity of potable water intakes, but prudent practice calls for restriction of water
usage on the day of treatment as an additional safeguard. These restrictions are consistent with
good pesticide practice and Massachusetts guidelines for aquatic treatments.

Glyphosate is a systemic herbicide and is foliar active. This means the herbicide is active only on
contact with the plant. It has no activity in surrounding soil or water. The chemical is applied to
the leaves of the target plant and is translocated down into the rhizomes or roots of the plant.
Glyphosate is absorbed by plant foliage and moves throughout plant tissues. Once inside the
plant, the active ingredient in glyphosate interrupts the plant's ability to produce a protein it needs
to live. The protein that glyphosate targets is found only in plants. It does not exist in humans,
wildlife or fish. Glyphosate binds tightly to most types of soil particles and is unavailable for root
uptake. There is low potential for leaching or contamination of groundwater with glyphosate
herbicide. Microorganisms in the soil and water break down into its natural components.
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Impacts Specific to the Wetlands Protection Act using Glyphosate4

● Protection of public and private water supply - Protection of public and private water
supply - Detriment (prohibition within one quarter mile of surface drinking water supplies
due to toxicity), but generally neutral where allowed

● Protection of groundwater supply - Neutral (no interaction)
● Flood control - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Storm damage prevention - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Prevention of pollution - Generally neutral (no significant interaction), but could be a

detriment if plant die-off causes low oxygen at the bottom of the lake
● Protection of land containing shellfish - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Protection of fisheries - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible detriment

(food source alteration, loss of cover)
● Protection of wildlife habitat - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible

detriment (food source alteration, loss of cover)

Algaecides (Captain - EPA# 67690-9, SeClear - EPA# 67690-SS, GreenClean PRO - EPA
#70299-15, or equivalent)
Approval for the use of a copper or peroxide based algaecide is requested in the event that
nuisance algae conditions develop within the pond, warranting treatment.

Copper based algaecides (i.e. CuSO4, Captain, SeClear) are widely used and are applied to lakes
and ponds throughout North America to control nuisance filamentous and microscopic algae.
There are no water use restrictions associated with copper-based algaecides and S0Litude treats
several direct, potable (drinking) water reservoirs and a number of recreation waterbodies in the
Commonwealth with these algaecides, on a yearly basis. The concentrated liquid algaecides are
first diluted with pond water and are then sprayed throughout the pond area. The application rate
is generally 0.2 ppm or less for algae control. If applied, treatment will not exceed 50% of the
pond volume.

Peroxide based algaecides (e.i. GreenClean PRO, GreenClean Liquid) are a recent addition to
algae management. Similar to copper algaecides, there are no water use restrictions. The
concentrated products are diluted with pond water and then sprayed evenly throughout the
treatment area. The application rate is 0.5 - 1.5 gallons per acre-foot for algae control. If applied,
treatment will not exceed 50% of the pond volume.

Impacts Specific to the Wetlands Protection Act using Copper5 and Peroxide algaecides

● Protection of public and private water supply - Benefit (used to control algae)
● Protection of groundwater supply - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Flood control - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Storm damage prevention - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Prevention of pollution - Generally neutral (no significant interaction), but could be a

detriment if algae/plant die-off causes low oxygen at the bottom of the lake or causes
release of taste and odor compounds or toxins

● Protection of land containing shellfish - Generally neutral (no significant interaction), but
reduced algae might reduce food resources for shellfish, and direct toxicity is possible
under unusual circumstances.
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● Protection of fisheries - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible detriment
(food source alteration, direct toxicity).

● Protection of wildlife habitat - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible
detriment (food source alteration, direct toxicity).

Fluridone (Sonar® - EPA# 67690-4 or equivalent)
Fluridone is a systemic herbicide that offers long-term control on invasive and nuisance aquatic
vegetation. This herbicide hinders the ability of susceptible plants to produce carotene which
protects chlorophyll from photodegradation, which results in mortality and subsequent long-term
control of the targeted species (i.e., directly impacts the standing population and prevents future
spread). This process is known as chlorosis and may be observed visually as the plant begins to
lose its green color and take on a white or pink shade. Fluridone requires an extended contact
time (45-60 days), so it has historically been used for low-dose, whole-pond treatments where
dilution and contact time are more predictable, however, new granular formulations do allow for
more effective spot-treatment.

Fluridone, when applied at recommended dosages, is generally viewed as having one of the most
environmentally friendly toxicology profiles of all products currently on the market. In fact, the US
EPA has approved a limit of 150 ppb to be allowed in water used for drinking. Ideally, fluridone
treatments are initiated early in the growing season when target vegetation is low or starting
emergence. Presently, liquid and granular formations of this herbicide are available and included
under this management plan. For aqueous applications, this chemical will be placed into an
onboard mixing tank, mixed with pond water and evenly distributed throughout the surface of the
treatment area via boat. This herbicide will be injected under the water surface through trailing
hoses, minimizing the chance of chemical drift and assuring accurate placement of over the
target species. For granular applications, the herbicide will be placed into a Heard spreader
mounted to the bow of the treatment vessel and evenly distributed over the surface of the
treatment area.

Fluridone water use restrictions include no application within one-quarter mile of a potable water
intake and no use of treated water for irrigation purposes within 30 days of application. Although
there are no restrictions on swimming, boating or fishing, prudent use suggests that we close the
pond on the day of treatment. The shoreline of the pond will be posted with signs warning of
these temporary water uses restrictions, prior to treatment.
impacts Specific to the Wetlands Protection Act using Fluridone6

● Protection of public and private water supply - Generally neutral, but may have detriment
at high doses (prohibition within 0.25-mi. of drinking water intakes at doses >20 ppb)

● Protection of groundwater supply - Generally neutral (no significant interaction)
● Storm damage prevention - Neutral (no significant interaction)
● Prevention of pollution - Generally neutral (no significant interaction)
● Protection of land containing shellfish - Generally neutral (no significant interaction)
● Protection of fisheries - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible detriment

(food source alteration, loss of cover)

Protection of wildlife habitat - Possible benefit (habitat enhancement) and possible detriment
(food source alteration, loss of cover)
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Proper herbicide application allows for targeted plant control without posing an unreasonable
adverse risk to non-target species and wildlife. Written approval from the Commission will be
sought should alternate products be considered in future years. All products proposed for use
will be registered for aquatic use in Massachusetts.

Management Technique Descriptions
Detailed information on all the approaches proposed in this NOi can be found at the
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, Lakes and Ponds Program website.
There are links under the Publications tab to the "Generic Environmental Impact Report for
Eutrophication and Lake Management in Massachusetts" and the "Practical Guide to Lake
Management in Massachusetts."

Monitoring
Regular inspections will be conducted in order to assess the growth phase of the target plant
species and overall pond conditions. Post-management inspections will be conducted in order to
assess the efficacy of the management efforts and any impacts on non-target species so future
applications can be properly adjusted to minimize non-target impacts. Year-End Reports
documenting our annual management efforts, observed conditions, management efficacy, and
future recommendations can be provided to the Commission.

4.0 Alternatives Analysis
Alternatives to the proposed Aquatic Plant Management Plan were considered. SOLitude
evaluated all available strategies for management of Spruce Pond. Findings and
recommendations are based on direct experience and discussions found in the
"Eutrophication and Aquatic Plant Management" in Massachusetts GEIR, EOEA 2004

Bottom Weed Barriers: Not Recommended
Physical controls, such as the use of bottom weed barriers (i.e. Aquatic Weed Net or Palco) can
be effective for small dense patches of nuisance vegetation, but are not cost effective or feasible
for large areas. Weed barriers are expensive to install and maintain at -$1.75/ft2 (material &
installation). Semi-annual maintenance to retrieve, clean and re-deploy the barriers would be
expensive and time consuming. Additionally, covering expansive areas of the pond bottom may
also have detrimental impacts on invertebrates or other types of wildlife.

Harvesting: Not Recommended
Harvesting of variable watermilfoil is not recommended because its ability to reproduce through
vegetative fragmentation, leading to increased spread into previously un-infested areas or further
intensifying growth rates. Additionally, harvesting would be costly and at best would only provide
a season of relief from the native vegetation growth with no guarantee of success. The
disruption and non target impacts would be more significant than with spot-treatments using
aquatic herbicides.

5.0 Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act:
The objective of this project is to manage nuisance vegetation and algae growth. Managing
densities of native species will typically not adversely affect wildlife habitat and will not
negatively impact other interests of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. No significant
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alteration to wetland resources areas will occur as a result of the proposed management
program; instead the resource areas will be enhanced by controlling the nuisance plant and algae
growth within the pond.

The proposed management activities are consistent with the guidelines in the following
documents:

● Final Generic Environmental Impact Report: Eutrophication and Aquatic Plant
Management in Massachusetts (June 2004)

● Guidance for Aquatic Plant Management in Lakes and Ponds: As it Relates to the
Wetlands Protection Act (April 2004 – DEP Policy/SOP/Guideline #RP/DWM/WW/G04-1)

● The Practical Guide to Lake Management in Massachusetts (2004)

DEP License To Apply Chemicals:
All chemical applications will be performed by Certified Applicators. The USEPA/MA registered
aquatic herbicides will be applied at recommended label rates, in accordance with the “Order of
Conditions” and DEP “License to Apply Chemicals” permits (BRP WM04). Prior to treatment, the
shoreline will be posted with signs warning of all temporary water use restrictions. A site specific
"License to Apply Chemicals" for the proposed treatment will be filed with Massachusetts DEP,
Office of Watershed Management.

Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act:
The strategies proposed in this NOI are options approved under the Massachusetts
Environmental Protection Act (MEPA) process that was approved in 2004 with the issuance of
the FGEIR and the Practical Guide to Lake and Pond Management in Massachusetts. These
approaches do not require individual MEPA review.

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act:
According to the most recent Natural Heritage maps provided by MA GIS (Figure 3), Spruce Pond
is not located within an area designated as Priority Habitats of Rare Species as
determined by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP). A
formal review by NHESP is not required.

6.0 Impacts of the Proposed Management Plan Specific to the Wetlands Protection Act:
Protection of public and private water supply – Spruce Pond is not used directly as a drinking
water supply. Aquatic herbicide treatment at the pond will not have any adverse impacts on the
public or private water supply, when used in accordance with the project label and conditions of
the MA DEP License to Apply Chemicals.

Protection of groundwater supply – According to available studies, there is no reason to believe
that the groundwater supply will be adversely impacted by the proposed management strategies,
specifically the application of the chemicals at the proposed rates to Spruce Pond, when used in
accordance with the product labels. Contamination of groundwater by aquatic herbicides is
limited by their low rate of application, rapid rate of degradation for the chemicals, and uptake by
target plants. SŌLitude’s State licensed applicators take all necessary precautions when mixing
and disposing of all chemical containers.
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Flood control and storm damage prevention – No construction, dredging or alterations of the
existing floodplain and storm damage prevention characteristics of the pond are proposed.
However, in some instances, abundant and excessive aquatic plant growth can contribute to high
water and flooding. Most commonly this occurs in the vicinity of waterbody outlets or water
conveyance channels and structures. The unmanaged, annual growth and decomposition of
abundant plant growth is also known to increase sediment deposition at an accelerated rate.
Therefore, the proposed management approaches may increase the capacity of the resource
area over the long-term to provide flood protection.

Prevention of pollution – No degradation of water quality or increased pollution is expected by
the proposed management approaches. The proposed herbicides are relatively slow-acting in
controlling the nuisance vegetation. This results in a slow release of nutrients from the decaying
plants, reducing the potential for increases in nutrients that can cause algae blooms. Removal of
the excessive growth of aquatic vegetation will contribute to improved water circulation and a
reduction in the potential for anoxic conditions. The post-treatment decrease in plant biomass
will help to decrease the rate of eutrophication currently caused by the decomposing of
excessive plant material.

Protection of fisheries and shellfisheries – Contiguous, dense beds of aquatic vegetation provide
poor habitat for most species of fish. Dense plant cover frequently results in significant diurnal
fluctuations in dissolved oxygen as well as oxygen depletion during certain times of the year.
While temporary effects on some desirable submersed and floating-leafed species may occur
following the application of an aquatic herbicide, non-target plants typically rebound quickly.
Shoreline emergent plants will not be impacted following the use of aquatic herbicides.

Protection of wildlife and wildlife habitat – In general, excessive and abundant plant growth,
especially non-native plants, provides poor wildlife habitat for fish and other wildlife. The
proposed management plan is expected to help prevent further degradation of the waterbody
through excessive weed growth and improve the wildlife habitat value of the pond in the
long-term. Maintaining a balance of open water and vegetated areas is intended.
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To: The Environmental Monitor

From: SŌLitude Lake Management

Date: March 14th, 2023

Re: Notification of filing an NOI for Spruce Pond

Anticipated date of submission:  March 16th, 2023

The proposed project is seeking approval to initiate an Aquatic Management Program at
Spruce Pond in Franklin, MA. USEPA/State registered herbicides will be applied/used to manage
invasive/and or non native aquatic vegetation to protect the interests of the Wetlands
Protection Act by impeding eutrophication and improving habitat value.

Reviewing Conservation Commission(s):

Franklin Conservation Commission
355 East Central Street,

Franklin, MA 02038

Copies of the NOI may be examined or acquired from the Conservation Commission, or by
contacting the applicant’s representative, SŌLitude Lake Management, at
info@solitudelake.com, or 508-865-1000, Monday - Friday between 9AM and 4PM.

See Conservation Commission website for the meeting schedule for exact dates and agendas.





 

Rev. 8/22/19 Notification to Abutters  

Town of Franklin Conservation Commission 

 
NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS 

 
Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

And 
The Franklin Wetlands Protection Bylaw 

 
 
In accordance with the second paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
131, Section 40, you are hereby notified of the following proposed project: 
 
______________________________has filed a Notice of Intent with the Franklin 
Conservation Commission for the _______________________________________ 
on _________________________, under the Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L c.131 
§40). 
 
Copies of the Notice of Intent may be examined during regular office hours at 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Copies may also be examined by contacting the Franklin Conservation Department 
located at 355 East Central Street, Franklin, MA, (508) 520-4929. 
 
Notice of the public hearing including the date, time, and place will be published at 
least five (5) days in advance in the Milford Daily News. 
 
Notice of the public hearing including the date, time, and place will be posted in the 
Franklin Town Hall at least forty eight (48) hours in advance of the public hearing. 
 
The public hearing will be held on Thursday, __________________________, 
20_____, at _____________pm at the Town Council Chambers, located on the 
Second Floor of the Municipal Building on 355 East Central Street.  The meeting is 
also available via Zoom, and can be accessed through the Conservation Commission 
agenda for that night, which will be posted on the Town’s website 48 hours prior to 
the meeting.  Please call the Conservation Department at (508) 520-4929 if you 
have any questions. 
 
You may also contact the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, 
Central Regional Office, Worcester, MA at (508) 792-7650. 
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ATTACHMENT D



FIGURE 1: Site Locus
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ATTACHMENT E

Herbicide/Algaecide Information

Detailed information herbicides proposed in this NOI can be found at the Massachusetts Department of

Conservation and Recreation, Lakes and Ponds Program website.  There are links under the Publications

tab to the "Generic Environmental Impact Report for Eutrophication and Lake Management in

Massachusetts" and the "Practical Guide to Lake Management in Massachusetts." 

 

<http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/water-res-protection/lakes-and-ponds/>

Additional information on these herbicides can be found at the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural

Resources website

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/pesticides/aquatic-vegetation-management.html

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/pesticides/aquatic-vegetation-management.html
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