
 

 
February 12, 2021  

 

To: Town Council  

From: Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator  

 

RE: Borrowing Authorization - Fire Apparatus  

 

The Fire Chief and I are requesting a borrowing authorization for two fire trucks. The details are outlined in the memo                     

from the Chief, but in short these trucks are in stock right now, saving thousands in annual maintenance for the next ten                      

years and setting the community up with proper apparatus for the next decade. Additionally, with COVID-19, there are                  

significant delays in ordered apparatus. The Town may not get many more opportunities like this to set ourselves up for                    

future success. This opportunity has just come our way in recent weeks and I want to take advantage of this now.  

 

The total cost of the trucks is $1,108,000 (rounded up $182). $300,000 will be used from the Fire Truck Stabilization                    

account that has built up over a few years. The Town will borrow $808,000 and the vehicles will be ours. With the                      

interest rates the Town is receiving, we save money over the long term and have better equipment for our residents and                     

staff.  

 

Please see attached memo from the Chief with further details and a quote from the vendor. The most important                   

document is the anticipated maintenance costs over the next decade, which far exceeds the cost of every one of the                    

new trucks! 

 

If you have any additional questions please feel free to ask. 

 













Sponsor: Administration  
 

 
TOWN OF FRANKLIN 

 
RESOLUTION 21-11 

 
Appropriating Funds by Borrowing and Transfer to Pay  

Costs of Purchasing Fire Apparatus 
 
 

Whereas: The Town Council has been advised of a need to purchase two Fire Pumper Trucks,  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED by the Town Council of the Town of Franklin that:  

(1) [$1,108,000] is appropriated to pay costs of purchasing and equipping two fire pumper trucks,              
and for the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this                
appropriation: (i) $300,000 shall be transferred from the Fire Truck Stabilization Fund, (ii) and              
the Treasurer-Collector with the approval of the Town Administrator is authorized to borrow, at              
one time or from time to time, [$808,000] under G.L. c. 44, §7(1), or pursuant to any other                  
enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor.  

(2) Any premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such                  
premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied                  
to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, §20, thereby                 
reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a like amount. 

(3) This Resolution shall become effective according to the provisions of the Town of Franklin              
Home Rule Charter. 

 

DATED:  _________________, 2021 
VOTED: 

 
UNANIMOUS: _____________________ 

 
A True Record Attest: YES: ____________  NO: _____________ 
 

ABSTAIN: _________________________ 
 

ABSENT: __________________________ 
 
Nancy Danello 
Temporary Town Clerk _________________________________________ 

 Glenn Jones, Clerk 
Franklin Town Council  
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