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What is a Tree Warden?
� Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 87

o https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/chap
ter87

https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/chapter87
https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/chapter87


Qualifications of a Tree Warden?
� A tree warden may be either elected by the people or appointed by 

the city or town. 
� The Tree Warden’s responsibility is to oversee the care, 

maintenance, or removal of all public shade trees. 
� As both manager and advocate, the tree warden must protect the 

trees and, where necessary, protect the public from the trees.
� The position of tree warden requires qualified training in 

arboriculture, the science of tree care. 
� A tree warden should also have good communication skills for 

dealing with the public, municipal department heads, and local 
politicians.

https://masstreewardens.org/qualifications/


Tree Warden Duties
� Pruning of trees for safety and health
� Removal of trees that are dead or dying (from storms, 

insects, disease, or old age)
� Identification of appropriate planting sites
� Planting new trees
� Creation or updating of a tree inventory, often on 

computer
� Assessment of trees for potential hazards to public 

safety
� Oversight of utility arboricultural operations
� Preparation of budget presentations
� Inspection of contracted tree work
� Conduct of public meetings and tree hearings



Hurting / Damaging / Killing our Trees



Hurting / Damaging / Killing our Trees



Asian Longhorned Beetle

Maple, Willow, Birch and Horsechestnut Trees



Tree “Public Right of 
Way”



Private Property Tree



Oak Trees



Ash Tree



Utility Maintenance
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Going Forward



Hazard Tree Inventory



Public Education / Outreach



Specialty Tree Removal Service



Notify Private Property Owners



Replanting Program



Questions???


