
 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Council 
 
From: Jamie Hellen 
 
Re: Proposed MBTA Solar Canopy at Dean Station 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We are requesting the Town Council approve a resolution to oppose the MBTA’s plan to install a solar 
canopy at the Dean Station Commuter Parking Lot.   
 
After the Town just finished a decade-long, $7 million dollar project to redo its entire streetscape to help 
spur more economic development and create a quaint, vibrant and pedestrian-friendly downtown, we 
believe this project will:  
 

1. Jeopardize any possible redevelopment projects or private investment on neighboring or 
adjacent parcels;  

2. Be an eyesore to pedestrians walking along the new sidewalks, notably any solar glare that 
retreats up for people walking on the bridge; 

3. Limit the Town’s ability to develop that area of downtown in any creative manner; 
4. Continually push off the infrastructure improvements to the parking lot, staircase, platform and 

Train Station that have been promised for years.  
 
It is important to note: 
 

● Town officials were never alerted to this project;  
● The MBTA has already selected a vendor, signed a contract with a vendor for a twenty year 

lease and is developing plans for each station;  
● At a recent meeting last week with the MBTA that was requested by the Town Administrator 

through our legislative delegation, it was noted the Dean Station was one of their dozen most 
prioritized projects.  Yet the lot only serves 180 cars and will net the MBTA an estimated 
$15,000 a year in new revenue for a twenty-year lease; 

● The Town fully supports, encourages and prioritizes any development of a solar canopy at the 
Forge Park MBTA Lot.  It has nearly 750 spaces, has maximum sun light potential and is a win-
win for the commuter who will have less snow on their car when they return home from work.  

 
Town staff were recently alerted to a project the MBTA has been quietly developing to install solar 
canopies over many of their MBTA Commuter Parking lots.  Attached is a sample picture of a solar 



canopy below (not of the Dean Station lot, of course).  The Town does not have any rendering of the 
Dean Station proposal.  
 

 
 
The Town of Franklin is a proven leader in supporting solar projects.  The Town manages a solar farm off 
Union Street that produces enough energy equivalent to 90-plus percent of all of the energy used by 
both the Town and the Schools.  Solar is an as of right use in this community and has had many 
successful programs to encourage the use.  The Town of Franklin is one of “greenest” communities in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
 
However, this proposed project at the Dean Station is a lost opportunity to the Town, the MBTA and 
other landowners who see the next phase of economic development in downtown coming.  This project 
will significantly jeopardize the ability of private investment in that area of downtown.  











Sponsor: Administration 
 

 
 
                    TOWN OF FRANKLIN 

 
                      RESOLUTION 17-43 
 

 
PROPOSED DEAN STATION SOLAR CANOPY 

  
WHEREAS, the Franklin Town Council opposes the proposed solar canopy over the MBTA’s commuter 
parking lot at Dean Station due to concerns of complicating prospective economic development in that 
area of Downtown Franklin and because the MBTA has not delivered on many previous promises to fix 
the many infrastructure deficiencies at the Dean Station.  
 
WHEREAS, the Franklin Town Council supports and prioritizes the development of a solar canopy at 
the Forge Park MBTA lot.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  The Franklin Town Council respectfully requests 
the MBTA postpone development of a solar canopy at the Dean Station Parking lot and prioritize 
development of a solar canopy at the Forge Park MBTA Station. 
 
The Franklin Town Council respectfully requests the MBTA to meet with the Town’s Administration and 
local legislative delegation to develop a long-range land and management plan for the area surrounding 
the MBTA Dean Station parking lot. 
 
This resolution shall become effective according to the provisions of the Town of Franklin Home Rule 
Charter. 
 
 
DATED:____________, 2017 

VOTED:  
UNANIMOUS: __________________ 

 
YES: __________  NO:____________ 

A True Record Attest: 
ABSTAIN:______________________ 

 
       ABSENT: _______________________ 
Teresa M. Burr 
Town Clerk       

____________________________________ 
Judith Pond Pfeffer, Clerk 
Franklin Town Council
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