
TOW
N o

f FR
ANK

LIN
What Is Stormwater?
S to r m w a te r  is  r a i n w a te r  a n d  s n o w
m e lt  th a t  r u n s  o f f  b u ild in g s , s t r e e t s ,
a n d  la w n s  a n d  c a r r ie s  d i r t ,  o i l , t ra s h
a n d  o th e r  p o llu ta n t s  in t o  t h e  s to r m
d r a i n s .   T h is  r u n o f f  is  d is c h a r g e d  in t o
lo c a l  s t r e a m s  a n d  r iv e r s .   I t  is
e s t im a te d  t h a t  o v e r  6 0 %  o f w a te r
p o llu t i o n  c o m e s  f r o m  s to r m w a te r
d i s c h a r g e .                               

What Is The Problem?
L i k e  m a n y  to w n s  in  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,
th e  To w n  o f F r a n k lin  fa c e s  s ig n i f ic a n t
s t o r m w a te r  c h a lle n g e s  t h r o u g h
d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h  d is r u p t s  t h e
n a t u r a l  w a te r  c y c le .   R a in fa l l ,  w h ic h
u s e d  to  b e  n a t u r a l ly  a b s o r b e d  w h e r e
it  fe l l  b y  p la n ts  a n d  s o i l , i s  n o w
e n t e r in g  lo c a l  w a te r w a y s  a n d
e v e n tu a lly  t h e  C h a r le s  R iv e r  a s
s t o r m w a te r  r u n o f f .                       
T o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  k e e p  o u r  s t o r m w a t e r  c l e a n ! Franklin Department of Public Works
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STORMWATER RUNOFF
ENDS UP IN LOCAL STREAMS,

CREEKS, RIVERS AND
THE OCEAN.

What Is Franklin Doing?

Did You Know?
- F r a n k lin  h a s  1 3 7  m i le s  o f  d r a in a g e  p i p e s
    th r o u g h o u t  t o w n  a n d  5 ,8 3 5  c a tc h  b a s in s .         
- F r a n k lin  d is p o s e s  o f  8 0 0 +  to n s  o f  s e d i m e n t  a n d  t r a s h
   e v e r y  y e a r  f r o m  c a tc h  b a s in  c le a n in g  a n d  s tr e e t
        s w e e p in g .                                                                                  
- T h e  H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  s w e e p s  e v e r y  s t r e e t  a t  le a s t
    o n c e  a  y e a r, r e m o v in g  s e d im e n t  a n d  d e b r i s  w h i c h
      w o u ld  o t h e r w i s e  f in d  i ts  w a y  in to  lo c a l  s t r e a m s  a n d
      w a te r w a y s .                                                             

F r a n k li n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i th
T h e  G r e a t  A m e r ic a n  R a in  B a r r e l
C o m p a n y  e a c h  s p r i n g  a n d  fa l l  to  o f fe r
r e s i d e n ts  r a i n  b a r r e ls  a t  a  d i s c o u n te d
p r i c e .  T h is  is  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  h e lp
r e s i d e n ts  m a k e  a  p o s it iv e  im p a c t  o n
th e ir  s to r m w a te r  im p a c t .                    

T h e  F r a n k l in  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l ic  W o r k s  c o n t in u e s  t o
in c lu d e  s t o r m w a t e r  u p g r a d e s  in  e a c h  in f r a s t r u c t u r e
im p r o v e m e n t  p r o je c t .  T h e s e  im p r o v e m e n t s  o f t e n  in c lu d e
b u ild in g  n e w  r a in  g a r d e n s , in s t a l li n g  t r e e  w e lls  a n d
r e p la c in g / u p d a t in g  o ld  c a t c h  b a s in s  a n d  d r a in a g e  p ip e s .
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What Can Residents Do To Prevent Stormwater Pollution?
-  Pick up the poop!  D o g  w a s t e  c a r r i e s  h i g h  le v e ls  o f  h a r m f u l  E . c o l i  
   b a c te r i a  a n d  is  a  m a jo r  c o n tr i b u to r  t o  lo c a l  w a te r  p o l lu t io n .              
-  NEVER d u m p  a n y t h i n g  d o w n  s to r m  d r a in s .  Ta k e  u n w a n te d  c h e m ic a ls
   a n d  p a in t  to  a  h a z a r d o u s  w a s te  c o l le c t io n  s i te .                           
-  D ir e c t  d o w n s p o u t s  a w a y  f r o m  p a v e d  s u r fa c e s .                          
-  P r e v e n t  ir r i g a t i o n  s y s te m s  f r o m  s p r a y i n g  w a t e r  o n to  p a v e m e n t .   W a te r
   t h a t  e n d s  u p  o n  p a v e m e n t  c o n t r ib u te s  to  p o l lu te d  r u n o f f  a n d  is  w a s te d .
-  D o n 't  p i le  y a r d  w a s te  n e a r  s t r e a m s , w e t la n d s  o r  s to r m  d ra in s .         
-  S ta r t  a  c o m p o s t  p i le .                                                                    
-  U s e  fe r t i l i z e r s  s p a r in g ly  a n d  s w e e p  u p  d r iv e w a y s ,  s id e w a lk s  a n d  r o a d s .
-  U s e  a  r a i n  b a r r e l  to  c o l l e c t  r a in  w a t e r  fo r  la w n  a n d  g a r d e n  w a te r i n g .     
-  N e v e r  u s e  a  h o s e  t o  w a s h  d o w n  th e  d r iv e w a y  o r  s i d e w a lk .  T h is  w a s h e s
   p o l lu t a n t s  in to  s to r m  d r a i n s  a n d  is  a  w a s te  o f  w a te r.                          

T o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  k e e p  o u r  s t o r m w a t e r  c l e a n ! Franklin Department of Public Works
257 Fisher Street, Franklin MA 02038

LEARN MORE!In t e r e s te d  in  le a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  s to r m w a te r
c h a l le n g e s  a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n  h e lp ?   A t te n d
th e  n e x t  p u b lic  o u t r e a c h  p r e s e n t a t i o n !                          

B r u t u s  C a n t o r e g g i , D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l ic  W o r k s  D ir e c to r
e  |  d p w @ fra n k lin m a .g o v                                  p  |  5 0 8 .5 5 3 .5 5 0 0
w  |  w w w .fr a n k lin m a .g o v / s t o r m w a te r - d iv is io n

Thank you for caring about Stormwater in Franklin!

-  C o l le c t  a l l  u s e d  o il , a n t if r e e z e  a n d  o th e r  v e h ic le  f lu id s  in
  c o n ta i n e r s  w it h  t i g h t  f it t in g  l id s  a n d  r e c y c le  a t  a  lo c a l
   s e r v ic e  s t a t i o n .                                                                
-  A v o id  o v e r  s a lt i n g  w a lk w a y s  a n d  d r iv e w a y s  in  t h e  w in te r
   a n d  u s e  n o n - to x i c  p r o d u c t s  w h e n e v e r  p o s s ib le .                
-  W h e n  w a s h in g  v e h ic le s , p a r k  in  a  s p o t  w h e r e  t h e  s o a p
   w il l  r u n  o f f  o n to  th e  g r a s s  r a t h e r  th a n  in t o  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d
   d o w n  th e  s t o r m  d r a i n .                                                     
-  N e v e r  c le a n  o r  p r e s s u r e  w a s h  t h e  u n d e r c a r r i a g e  o f  a  c a r
   a t  h o m e .   T h e  o il ,  g r e a s e  a n d  o t h e r  p o l lu t a n t s  f r o m  t h i s
   a c t iv it y  c a n  c o n t a m in a te  s h a l lo w  g r o u n d w a te r.                  

For more information on Franklin's Stormwater Management Program:
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