
‭Memorandum‬
‭March 8, 2024‬

‭To:‬ ‭Town Council‬
‭From:‬ ‭Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator‬

‭Amy Frigulietti, Deputy Town Administrator‬

‭Re:‬ ‭Resolution 24-14: Direction for Issuance of Request for Expressions of Interest for Purchase / Lease‬
‭and Redevelopment of Former Davis Thayer Elementary School, 137 West Central St.‬

‭____________________________________________________________________________________________‬

‭We are asking the Town Council to approve Resolution 24-14, which will direct the Town Administrator to issue a‬
‭Request for Expressions of Interest (REI) for the former Davis-Thayer School building and property located at 137‬
‭West Central Street.  The Davis-Thayer Reuse Advisory Committee voted unanimously at their December‬
‭meeting to recommend an Expression of Interest be conducted by the town.‬

‭This proposed REI is a preliminary document used to generate ideas for potential reuse of the land and building.‬
‭The deadline for submission is May 31, 2024. This is a non-binding document and does NOT commit the‬
‭community to sell, alter or change anything regarding the parcel. It is simply an exercise to establish some‬
‭baseline interest in the parcel and generate potential ideas to assist the committee in making a more formal‬
‭recommendation on the future use of the property and/or building.‬

‭For detailed information please see the proposed REI document and Resolution 24-14 in the agenda packet for‬
‭the March 13th Town Council Meeting agenda.‬

‭If you have any questions please let us know.‬



‭TOWN OF FRANKLIN‬
‭RESOLUTION 24-14‬

‭DIRECTION FOR ISSUANCE OF REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST‬
‭FOR PURCHASE / LEASE AND REDEVELOPMENT OF FORMER DAVIS THAYER‬
‭ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 137 WEST CENTRAL STREET, FRANKLIN,‬‭MA‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Town of Franklin (hereinafter: “Town”) owns‬‭property consisting of one (1) parcel totaling‬
‭approximately 151,588 square feet (3.45 +/- acres) and containing one (1) four-level building‬
‭(three above-ground stories and a  basement) with a building footprint of 14,006 square feet‬
‭known as the former Davis Thayer Elementary School, located at 137 West Central Street, shown‬
‭on Franklin Assessor’s Map 278 as Parcel 213 (title reference: Norfolk County Registry of Deeds‬
‭Book 1603 Pages 32 and 33) (hereinafter: “Property”) and known as Franklin Assessors’ Parcel‬
‭Identification Number 278-213-000-000; and‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Property was purchased in 1924 by the Town‬‭of Franklin from two separate property owners, Josie‬
‭A. Whiting and Adelbert D. and Annie Ray Thayer; and‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Property opened as Franklin High School‬‭in 1924 and in 1962 when a new high school was‬
‭constructed on Oak Street, Property was renamed as the Davis Thayer Elementary School,‬
‭providing education to children in grades Kindergarten through Grade 5; and‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Property maintained operations as an Elementary‬‭School until the Franklin School Committee‬
‭voted to close the school effective July 1, 2021 due to a decline in enrollment, the building’s age‬
‭and the high cost of keeping it open; and‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Property has remained tempered and maintained‬‭and used for storage since it was taken out of‬
‭service,‬‭but Town has no current or anticipated‬‭use for Property except for continued operation as‬
‭storage space, and Franklin Town Council desires that the building and land be put to productive‬
‭reuse(es);‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Franklin Town Council is willing to consider‬‭disposing of Property and seeks input as to potential‬
‭reuse and/or redevelopment of building and land.‬

‭NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED‬‭that the Town of Franklin‬‭acting by and through its Town Council:‬
‭1.‬ ‭Directs‬ ‭the‬ ‭Town‬ ‭Administrator‬ ‭to‬ ‭cause‬‭a‬‭Request‬‭for‬‭Expressions‬‭of‬‭Interest‬‭to‬‭be‬‭prepared‬‭and‬

‭issued for Property with responses due no later than Friday, May 31, 2024.‬
‭2.‬ ‭Directs‬‭the‬‭Davis‬‭Thayer‬‭Building‬‭Reuse‬‭Advisory‬‭Committee‬‭to‬‭review‬‭and‬‭evaluate‬‭all‬‭responses‬

‭and to provide the Town Council with a written report of its evaluation.‬
‭This resolution shall become effective according to the provisions of the Town of Franklin Home Rule Charter.‬

‭DATED: ____________ , 2024‬ ‭VOTED: __________________________‬
‭UNANIMOUS: _______________‬

‭A TRUE RECORD ATTEST:‬ ‭YES: _________ NO: __________‬
‭ABSTAIN:_____ ABSENT: _____‬
‭RECUSED: __________________‬

‭_________________________‬
‭Nancy Danello, CMC‬ ‭_____________________________‬
‭Town Clerk‬ ‭Glenn Jones, Clerk‬

‭Franklin Town Council‬














































