
Memorandum

November 12, 2021

To: Town Council

From: Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator

Alecia Alleyne, Assistant to the Town Administrator

Re: Resolution 21-72: Order of Taking Approximately 70 Acres of Unimproved Land Off Maple Street

The vote before you tonight is the final step required to ensure a good title for the Maple Hill property.

A goal for the Council in 2022 will be to eventually “master plan” the parcel for public access.

Let us know if you have any questions.



TOWN OF FRANKLIN
RESOLUTION 21-72

ORDER OF TAKING APPROXIMATELY
SEVENTY (70) ACRES OF UNIMPROVED LAND

LOCATED OFF MAPLE STREET

WHEREAS, by virtue of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 14, the Town of
Franklin, acting by and through its Town Council, is authorized to take by eminent
domain under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 79, lands, easements and
other interests in land for municipal purposes; and

WHEREAS, the acquisition of a tract of unimproved land located off Maple Street, Franklin,
Massachusetts containing approximately seventy (70) acres, described more
fully below, has been recommended by the Town Administrator and previously
authorized by the Franklin Town Council by Resolution 21-45, an attested copy of
which has been recorded at Norfolk County Registry of Deeds in Book 39678 at
Page 432; and

WHEREAS, Franklin LaBastie Family LLC, the titleholder of record of said land conveyed said
tract of land to the Town of Franklin by deed executed by Steven H. LaBastie,
Manager, dated October 7, 2021 and recorded at Norfolk Registry of Deeds in
Book 39969, Pg. 136, and

WHEREAS, said Steven H. LaBastie and his wife, Katherine A. LaBastie, may have individual
ownership rights or interests in said land, and

WHEREAS, the taking by eminent domain of said land located off Maple Street, Franklin,
Massachusetts, described below, will vest in the Town of Franklin clear title to
said land; and

WHEREAS, no land damages are anticipated since the aforenamed Steven H. LaBastie and
Katherine A. LaBastie have been fully-compensated by reason of Town’s
payment of the agreed purchase price to Franklin LaBastie Family, LLC; and

WHEREAS, the taking by eminent domain of said land off Maple Street, Franklin,
Massachusetts, described below, for municipal purposes is in the best interests
of the Town of Franklin.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED THAT:

1. The Town Council of the Town of Franklin, by virtue of and in exercise of and in part the
execution of the power and authority conferred by said statutes, hereby adjudges that
public necessity and convenience require the taking by eminent domain of the land located
off Maple Street, Franklin, Massachusetts, described below, for municipal purposes,
namely: open space and passive recreation.



2. The Town of Franklin, acting by and through the Town Council, by virtue of and in the
exercise of the power and authority conferred by said statutes and in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 79, and all and every other power and
authority it does possess, DOES HEREBY TAKE BY EMINENT DOMAIN the fee in the
following described tract of land for municipal purposes namely: open space and passive
recreation; as provided in G.L. Ch. 79, §1; this order of taking includes all trees presently
growing on the subject land.

Description of Property

Approximately seventy (70) acres of unimproved land off Maple Street consisting of four parcels
of land shown as Parcel 1, Parcel 2, Parcel 3 and Parcel 4 on a plan of land recorded at Norfolk
County Registry of Deeds as Plan No. 97 of 1990 in Plan Book 389 containing a total of 68.4456
acres more or less, according to said plan, said land also being shown on Town of Franklin
Assessor’s Map 234, Parcel 12, and two parcels of land shown as Parcel A and Parcel B on a
plan of land recorded at Norfolk County Registry of deeds in Plan Book 701, at Page 16
containing a total of 52,178 square feet, more or less, according to said plan, said land also
being shown on Town of Franklin Assessors Map 235 as a portion of Parcel 142 (herein
collectively: “Land”).

Property Owner(s)

Franklin LaBastie Family, LLC, 469 Maple St., Franklin, MA
Steven H. LaBastie, 469 Maple St., Franklin, MA
Katherine A. LaBastie, 469 Maple St., Franklin, MA

3. The Town Treasurer and Town Comptroller are directed and the Town Administrator is
directed and authorized to do all things and to execute all documents necessary for the
prompt payment of the amount of damages awarded in this Order of Taking so that the
same shall be payable within sixty (60) days after the right to damages becomes vested in
the persons from whom the above described land was taken. The Town Administrator is
further directed to direct the Town Attorney for and on behalf of the Town Council to give
notice of this taking and pertinent information to every person entitled thereto in
accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 79, Sections 7B,
7C, 7F, 7G, 8A and 8B.

4. This Order of Taking confirms and makes clear the Town of Franklin's title to the
above-described tract of land which was conveyed to the Town of Franklin by deed of
Franklin LaBastie Family, LLC dated October 7, 2021 and recorded at Norfolk Registry of
Deeds in Book 39969, Pg. 136 and includes all right, title and interest of Steven H.
LaBastie and Katherine A. LaBastie, or either of them, in said land or any portion thereof.

This Resolution shall become effective according to provisions of the Town of Franklin Home
Rule Charter.
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DATED: ____________ , 2021 VOTED: __________________________

UNANIMOUS:

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST: YES:_______   NO:________

ABSTAIN:___  ABSENT:____

RECUSED: _______________

_________________________
Nancy Danello
Town Clerk _________________________

Glenn Jones, Clerk
Franklin Town Council
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