
Memorandum

February 24, 2023

To: Town Council
From: Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator

Re: 121 Grove Street, a “Friendly 40B”

The Town Council will receive a presentation on the project proposal at 121 Grove Street.

The decision before the Town Council will be to authorize, or not, me to fill out and file the requisite
paperwork with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for a Local Incentive Program (LIP) project.  A LIP
is a project where a community has over the required 10% and works with a developer to provide a
required project with 25% affordable units (deeded, in perpetuity).  The State housing agency,
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), is the next step in the project valuation
process.  The resolution tonight is to authorize me to submit the paperwork, which will allow for DHCD
review and then the project will proceed to the local ZBA. It is important to note the proponent can
move to the ZBA regardless of the Council’s decision this evening.

The project has been reviewed by the Planning Board (per town protocol) and is currently going through
the Conservation Commission process regarding wetlands delineations. The Town Council has no
jurisdiction on wetlands and the Conservation Commission proceedings. The EDC also had a Chapter 40B
forum two weeks ago and had a preliminary presentation of the project at its 2/22/23 meeting.

I have attached to tonight’s packet a plethora of materials. It's in everyone’s best interest to read as
much of these materials as possible. The List:

● Franklin Friendly 40B process.
● A Chapter 40B overview powerpoint presentation given at the EDC meeting on 2/22/23.
● Planning Board project review letter.
● Conservation Commission project review letter.
● 121 Grove Street Project application and site plan.

The proponent will be giving a powerpoint presentation at the Council meeting.

As always, please call if you have any questions.


