
July 15, 2022

To: Town Council

From: Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator

Alecia Alleyne, Assistant to the Town Administrator

RE: Disposition of Town-owned land containing South Franklin Meeting House

On the agenda for the July 20th Town Council Meeting is a discussion regarding the disposition of the Town-owned land

that contains the South Franklin Meeting House (Old South Church).  The decision this evening is to accept the

recommendation from the EDC and move forward with housing  or not and discuss an RFP of another fashion.

As you know an Expression of Interest went out for a two month period to see if there are any interested parties willing

to take on the preservation project. The Town received two formal, non-binding written proposals.

At the May EDC meeting, the committee weighed both proposals, in addition to other qualitative information from the

two open houses, and had a detailed discussion.  They voted 3-1 (Yes: Hamblen, Jones and Frongillo; No: Sheridan)  to

recommend to the full Town Council to instruct the staff to put an RFP out for parties to bid on housing projects only.

The Expressions of Interest we received are attached, as is the Solicitation Document that was posted on the Town

website.

Please see below for links to related materials:

● 2020 Old South Church Existing Conditions report
● 2015 Old South Church Existing Conditions report
● Old South Church document website

Please let us know if you have any questions.

https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/expressions_of_interest.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/news/2022_request_for_eoi_-_762_washington_street_-_03072022.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/20-0930_sfmh_existing_conditions_report_issued_2.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/old_south_meeting_house_on_washington_street_1.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/administrator/pages/special-projects






Providence Baptist Church 
“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 

to the power at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21 (ESV)   

Church Office: 80 Boardman Street, Norfolk, MA 02056 

www.ProvidenceBaptistChurchMA.org - Office ph: 508-528-5750 

Pastor Mark Lukens 

 

 

March 16th, 2022 

 

 

Mr. Jamie Hellen 

Town Administrator 

Town of Franklin 

355 East Central Street 

Franklin, MA 02038 

 

 

Dear Mr. Hellen, 

 

 

 We are writing to express interest in the property known as the South 

Franklin Congregational Meeting House located at 762 Washington Street, 

Franklin, MA. On Monday, March 14th, we attended the open house for a 

visual review of the property and building. Upon entering, we were pleased to 

observe the historic faith of the Congregational Church past displayed in 

the signs of “Reverence My Sanctuary, I am the Lord” and “Worship the Lord 

in the Beauty of Holiness”. In keeping with those who built this church so 

many years ago, our great desire is to see this open as a church once again! 

 

 As a church, we propose that great strides could be made to the 

property with the investment of many hours of volunteer labor and a 

considerable amount of paint. For the interior of the building, we propose 

that cosmetic repairs only be made to the visible surfaces. Additional 

investigation is required to determine structural needs for the posts that 

have been affected by beetles in the crawl space, these will need to be 

replaced with the appropriate permitting process. As the building use group 

will be maintained as a church for religious worship, handicap requirements 

will not apply allowing the bathrooms to be restored for use until funds 

are available for their future upgrade. 

 

For the exterior of the building, we propose that the existing stone 

parking area be expanded approximately one (1) car width on the east side of 

the building. This would have minimal impact on the existing property while 

allowing for angled parking for congregational use. We also propose that 

the adjacent parcel #322-050-001-000 located between the church building 

and Colt Road be included with the sale of the church property. This will 

allow for uniform maintenance of the properties and provide advantages to 

both the Town of Franklin in the relief of maintenance requirements, as well 



as, to the Church in connecting the corner real estate to the area maintained 

and functioning as Church property. 

 

As we consider the historical significance of this building, re-opening 

this as a church seems like the clear and only way to maintain the intentions 

of our forebearers and to not go against their desires and beliefs as the two 

signs in the back of the sanctuary declare so beautifully. We look forward 

to continuing to work with the Town of Franklin on this property. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Eric Moores (Member)  

 
In unity with: 
Pastor Mark Lukens 

And  
David Iskandar (Member) 
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Request for Expressions of Interest 

For Purchase/Lease 
South Franklin Congregational Meeting House 

762 Washington Street, Franklin, MA 
 

The Town of Franklin is pleased to present this Request for Expressions of Interest (REI) for the 

purchase or lease and redevelopment of 762 Washington Street. The Town-owned property 

consists of one (1) parcel totaling 28,550 SF (0.655 acres) with a wood framed building with 

1,620 SF finished interior floor area.   

The existing structure, constructed c. 1856, and land was originally owned and used for religious 

purposes beginning in the mid-eighteen hundreds, by the First Congregational Church of 

Franklin, which ceased using it and deeded it to the Town in 1972. The Town constructed a 

water booster pumping station on a small portion of the parcel, and used the building and 

remaining property for a municipal historical museum until 2007, when the museum was 

relocated to Downtown Franklin. The Town has not made use of the property and building since 

2007, other than use of the property for the water booster pumping station mentioned above.  

In 2015 the Town contracted with Civitects PC to develop a Comprehensive Investigation and 

Analysis of Existing Conditions (May 2015). The resulting report included assessments of the 

building’s architectural, structural, plumbing, mechanical and electrical assets, identified code 

concerns and accessibility issues, and recommended appropriate repairs and improvements. 

More recently the Town contracted with LLB Architects of Worcester, MA to conduct an 

Existing Conditions Report and Peer Review document (September 2020) of the former South 

Franklin Congregational Meeting House. Both documents are available for viewing and 

downloading on the Town’s website.  

The Town has no current or anticipated use for the Property, other than the water booster 

pumping station, and wishes the building and remaining land be put to productive reuse. The 

Town has chosen to proceed with a REI at this time to solicit informal, yet serious proposals, 

subject to the process detailed herein, from qualified developers and other interested parties who 

wish to purchase or lease and redevelop the property.  

The REI process is critical for a better understanding of existing market conditions, the 

formation of potential development options for the property, and the identification of community 

priorities.  This process will provide the community with the information needed to ensure a 

meaningful and productive public process, which should lead to a formal Request for Proposals 

(RFP) in late spring or summer 2022.  

The Town will consider reuse and redevelopment concepts for the property, except the continued 

operation of the water booster pumping station, which would put the property to productive use, 

and preserve the building’s historic exterior. The reuse and redevelopment will be subject to a 

permanent historic preservation restriction and/or an affordable housing restriction.   

Each Expression of Interest must include a letter of interest, and project description/narrative. 

The letter of interest must be signed by the principals, describe the proponent’s interest in the 

property and the general intentions concerning the future use of the site. This letter shall also 

contain the nature and status of the organization acting as the proponent (whether a non-profit or 
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charitable institution, a venture, a corporation, a business association, or a joint venture) and the 

jurisdiction in which it is registered to conduct business. The project description must include 

narrative that provides an overview of the proposal, the experience and qualifications of the 

development team, and the capabilities the developer can marshal to achieve project objectives.  

A description of expected financial benefits to the Town, both short-term and long-term, must be 

included in each Expression of Interest. Ultimately, the developer selected will be responsible for 

payment of real estate and personal property taxes on the building, land and contents, or lease 

payments to the Town if appropriate.  

Open House/Site Tours. The Town offers you the opportunity to learn more about the site 

through participation in one of two Open House and Site Tours scheduled for the following 

dates/times: 

o Monday, March 14, 2022 between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  

o Monday, April 11, 2022 between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  

Property Description and Condition. The Town invites you to examine the information 

contained within the two assessment documents mentioned above; both documents can be found 

on the Town’s website  

 (https://www.franklinma.gov/administrator/pages/special-projects).  

Expressions of Interests Submission Deadline. The Town hopes to hear from individuals and 

organizations who will present compelling and appropriate proposals for the use of 762 

Washington Street.  Please submit Expressions of Interest to the Town Administrator’s Office 

(contact information below) by April 29, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.   

Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator 

Town of Franklin 

355 East Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 

508-520-4949 

Email: jhellen@franklinma.gov AND jmccann@franklinma.gov  

 

 


