
November 23, 2022

To: Town Council
From: Jamie Hellen, Town Administrator

Alecia Alleyne, Assistant to the Town Administrator

Re: Resolution 22-82: Declaration of Town-owned Property Containing “South Franklin Congregational
Meeting House” Located at 762 Washington Street as Surplus and Authorization for Disposition (Sale)
to Old Colony Habitat for Humanity

____________________________________________________________________________________________
The action before the Council is to declare that the Town-owned property containing the South Franklin
Congregational Meeting House is surplus, and to authorize the sale of the land to Old Colony Habitat for
Humanity.

As a reminder of previous actions taken, an Expression of Interest went out for a two month period in the Spring
to see if there were any interested parties willing to take on this preservation project. The Town received two
formal, non-binding written proposals.  At the May EDC meeting, the committee weighed both proposals, in
addition to other qualitative  information from the two open houses, and had a detailed discussion.  They voted
3-1 to recommend to the full Town Council to instruct the staff to put a public procurement out for parties to bid
on affordable housing projects only.  At the July 20th Town Council meeting the Council decided to accept the
recommendation from the EDC to move forward with affordable housing. And at the September 28th meeting,
the Council voted 9-0 to authorize the Town Administration to release a Request for Proposals (RFP).

Old Colony Habitat for Humanity submitted a November 8, 2022 dated proposal in response to the Town’s RFP
which includes construction of a single family affordable residence, with provisions for both a permanent
affordable housing restriction and a permanent historic preservation restriction. We are asking the Town Council
to accept their proposal and approve Resolution 22-82, which will allow for Habitat for Humanity to restore and
make available the home to a family in need!

Old Colony Habitat for Humanity’s full proposal is included in the packet.

Please see the Old South Church document website for more information, or the links to materials listed below:

● Request for Expressions of Interest Solicitation Document

● Expressions of Interest Received

● Old Colony Habitat for Humanity Proposal

● 2020 Old South Church Existing Conditions report
● 2015 Old South Church Existing Conditions report

Please let us know if you have any questions.

https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/old_colony_habitat_for_humanity_proposal.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/administrator/pages/special-projects
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/news/2022_request_for_eoi_-_762_washington_street_-_03072022.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/expressions_of_interest.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/old_colony_habitat_for_humanity_proposal.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/20-0930_sfmh_existing_conditions_report_issued_2.pdf
https://www.franklinma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6896/f/uploads/old_south_meeting_house_on_washington_street_1.pdf


TOWN OF FRANKLIN
RESOLUTION 22-82

DECLARATION OF TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY CONTAINING “SOUTH
FRANKLIN CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HOUSE” LOCATED AT 762
WASHINGTON STREET AS SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR
DISPOSITION (SALE) TO OLD COLONY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

WHEREAS, The Town owns improved property containing a building known as “South Franklin
Congregational Meeting House” located at 762 Washington Street, shown on Franklin
Assessor’s Map 322 as Parcel 50 (title reference: Norfolk County Registry of Deeds Book
4859 Page 675) (hereinafter: “Property”); and

WHEREAS, Property was originally owned and used for religious purposes, beginning in the mid-eighteen
hundreds, by the First Congregational Church of Franklin, which ceased using it and deeded it
to Town in 1972; and

WHEREAS, Town constructed a water booster pumping station, as part of its public water supply system,
on a small portion of Property and used the building and remaining property for a municipal
historical museum until 2007, when said museum was relocated to the building at 80 West
Central Street; and

WHEREAS, Town has not made use of the building since 2007 and has only made use of the land
for operation of the above-described municipal water booster pumping station; and

WHEREAS, Town has no current or anticipated use for Property, except for continued operation of
municipal water booster pumping station, but the Franklin Town Council (hereinafter:“Council”)
desires that the building and remaining land be put to productive reuse(s) and the building’s
historic exterior be preserved; and

WHEREAS, In furtherance thereof, Council adopted Resolution 22-61 authorizing the Issuance of a
Request for Proposals for Property, except for the land on which the municipal water booster
pumping station is located for reuse and/or redevelopment of building and land for affordable
residential housing, with construction to be completed within five (5) years following receipt of
deed, and with provision for both a permanent affordable housing restriction and an historic
preservation restriction; and

WHEREAS, Town has received one responsive proposal to its RFP: a proposal from Old Colony Habitat for
Humanity dated November 8, 2022;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Franklin acting by and through its Town Council:

1. Declares the parcel of Town-owned land described above to be no longer needed for municipal
purposes, except for the area of said parcel described above, and therefore to be surplus and
available for disposition, subject to reserved easement(s) for the continued operation of the
municipal water booster pumping station, including access thereto.

2. Determines that the proposal of Old Colony Habitat for Humanity dated November 8, 2022,
which includes construction of a single family affordable residence, with provision for both a
permanent affordable housing restriction and a permanent historic preservation restriction,
together with payment to Town of Franklin of one thousand dollars ($1,000) is advantageous to
the Town and accepts the same, subject to the provisions of the following paragraphs.

3. Votes to dispose of the subject property by selling it to Old Colony Habitat for Humanity for the
sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) to construct a single family affordable residence, said
construction to be completed within five (5) years following receipt of a deed, with provision for



both a permanent affordable housing restriction and a permanent historic preservation
restriction and subject to reserved easement(s) for Town’s continued operation of its municipal
water booster pumping station, including access thereto, conditioned upon Old Colony Habitat
for Humanity’s execution, within sixty days, of a purchase and sales agreement or land
disposition agreement containing terms and language consistent with Town’s RFP and
otherwise satisfactory to Town, to ensure that the property is developed consistent with Town’s
RFP and Old Colony Habitat for Humanity’s proposal, within a reasonable time period.

4. Directs the Town Administrator, with the assistance of the Town Attorney, to prepare and
execute a purchase and sales agreement or land disposition agreement, deed, and such other
documents as he determines to be necessary, both to effectuate the sale of the subject property
by Town to Old Colony Habitat for Humanity and to ensure that the subject property is
developed consistent with Town’s RFP and Old Colony Habitat for Humanity’s proposal dated
November 8, 2022, as well as the provisions of this Resolution.

This resolution shall become effective according to the provisions of the Town of Franklin Home Rule Charter.

DATED: ____________ , 2022 VOTED: __________________________

UNANIMOUS: _______________

A TRUE RECORD ATTEST: YES: _________ NO: __________

ABSTAIN:_____ ABSENT: _____

RECUSED: __________________

_________________________
Nancy Danello, CMC _____________________________
Town Clerk Glenn Jones, Clerk

Franklin Town Council












































































