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SUMMARY

This proposed law would limit how many
patients could bz assigned lo zach registered
nurse in Masszchusetts hospitzls and certain
other hzalth cere facilities. The maximum
number of patisnts per registered nurse would
vary by type of unil and level of care, as follaws:
* In units with step-down/intermediate care
patients 3 patients per nurse;
* In units with post-anesthesia care of
operating room patienls: 1 patient under
anestnesia per nurse; 2 patients post-anzsthesa
per nurse;
e In the emergency services department:
1 critical or intensivz care patient per
nurse {or 2 if the nutse has assessed
each  palients condtion 25 stzble);
2 urgent non-stablz patients per nurse; 3 urgent
stable patients per nurse; or 5 non-urgent s'able
palients per nurse;
s In unils with maternity patients: (2) active
Izbor patients: 1 patient per nurse; (0) during
birth and for up lo two hours immediately
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1 mother per nurse and 1 baby per
nuvsn (c) when the condition of thz mother and
baby arz determined to be sable: 1 mether and
her baby or bzbies per nurse; (d) postpartum:
6 patients per nurse; (g) intermediale care of
conlinuing cre babies: 2 babies pzr nurss; (1)
well-bzbies: 6 t2bies per nurse,
© | units wilh pediatric, mediczl, surgical,
telemeiry, or observational/outpatient treaiment
patients, or any other unit: 4 patients per nurse;
and
e In unils with psychialic or
rehabilitation patients: 5 palienls per nurse.
The proposed law would require a
covered facility to comply with the palient
assignment limits withoul reducing ils
level of nursing, service, maintenance, clerical,
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i ional, and other staff.

The proposed lavw would also require every
covered facility to devzlop a wrilten patient
acuity toal for e2ch unit to evzluate the candition
of each patient. Trs tool would be used by
nurses in deciding whether patient im'ts should
be lower than the limits of lhe proposed law at
any given lims.

The proposed lzw would riot override any
contract in effect on January 1, 2019 that set
higher patient limts. The proposed law's limits
would take effect after any such conlract expired.

The state Health Policy Commission
would be required to promulgate regulztions lo
implement the propossd law. The Commission
could conduct inspections to ensure compliance
vith the law. Any facility recewving wriften
nolice from the Commission of & complaint
or a violation would be required 1o submit a
written compliance plan to the Commission. The
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Commission could report vialations to the state
Altorney General, wha could fl2 suil to obtain a
civil penaliy of up to $25,000 per violation as
well 25 up to $25,000 for each day a vicltion
continued after the Commission notified the
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covered facilily of the viclatien, The Health Policy Commission wauld be required o establish 3 (oll-iree lelephons rumbst for eoplainis and @ webslie where
complaints, cormpl-anca plans, and violations would aprear.

The proposed faw viould prohibit discipline of retatiabon against any emcloyze for complying with the patient assigement limits of the taw. Tne proposes
Jew would require every covered facilicy Lo post wilhin each unit, patient room, and waiting area a nolice explaining fhe patieat Himits and Row 6 repont viplations.
Facn day of a faulity's nor-compliance with ihe posting requirement would be punishable by a civil peaalty betwezn $250 2nd £2,.500.

The propesed [34s reguirements would be suspended during 2 state or natiorally declarsd public heaith emsrgency.

Tre prepossd faw states trat, i any of its pars were dectared invalid, te clher parts would stay i efiect, The proposed faw would take effect on January 1, 2018,
A YES VOTE would limit the nusriser of patients 172 could be assigned 1o one registered nurse in hospitals and cerlain other Raalib care fasilitiss,
A NG VOTE would make no change in cistren! Fzws relative to patient-to-nurse limils, YES

NO
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QUESTION 2
LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION
Do you apgrova of a law summarzed below, 07 which no vele was taken by the Senate or the Houss of Represcrtatives on o befre Vay 2, 20187

This propused iaw would create a citizens commission \a consider ang recommend potential amsndments to the United States Constilulion to sstaplist ozt
corperztions do 5ot fava the same Consliutional rights a5 human beings and that campaign conlricuticns and expencilires may be regquiated.

Any residant of Massachusetts who is 2 United States citizen would b able to apply for appointment to the 15-member commission, and mermders would
serve without compensation Governor, the Secretary of the Commanwezlth, the state Allarney Seneral, the Speaker of the sta'e House of Representatives,
and the Fresident of the state Senate woult each appoint thies membzrs of the commission and, in making these appoinimants, would seek to ensure that e
commiss on refleds aenge of political, and backgroung

The commission would be required to research and take testimany, and ther :ssue a repost regarding (1) the imgact of patitical spending in Massachuselts;

() any fimitations on the state’s ability to regufats corporalions and ather entilies in light of Suprerme Court decistons that allow corporations to assert cerain
€ frights; (3) tions for constitutionat (4) an analysis of constitulional amendments inroduezd to Congress; end (5)
recommendaticns for advancing pregased amzndments o the United States Constitutian.

The commission would be subject to (e stale Open Meeting Lew and Publc Records Law. The commission's first report would be due December 31,
2019, anc e Secretary of the Cammarwealth would be required to deliver the commission's repart 1o the state Legislaure, the United Siates Congress, aad the
President of {he United States.

The preposed faw states Vil # any of s parts were dechred invalid, ihe other parts would stay in ettect, The proposad baw would teks eflect on January 1, 2018,

A YES VOTE would creale a citizens commissicn to advance an amendment to the United States Gonstitution to limit the YES O
intlyenca of monsy in elections ang establish that corporations do not have Ihe same rights as human beings.
A NO VOTE would not treate 1:5 comanission. NO O

QUESTION 3
REFERENDUM ON AN EXISTING LAW
Do you approva of 2 kaw surmarized belgw, which vas acproved by the House of Representatives and the Senate on July 7. 20162
SUMMARY

This 2w adds genger identity to the fist of prohibited grounds for discrimingtion in places of public accommodalion, resort, of amuseminl. Such grounds
also inchuds race, coler, retigious crezd, national origin, sex, disabikty, and ancsstry. A place of public accommodation, resort or amus (" is defined in
existing law as any place tha! 1o and accepts or solicits the patronage of the gencral puglic, 25 Notels, stores, restaucants, theaters, spors fzciities,
and hospitzls, *Gender identty” 15 defined as a person's sincerely hld gender-relzted identity, appsarance, or behavicy, whether or not it s difierent from that
traditionally assaciated with the person's physiclogy or assigned sex at birh,

This ke pronibits discrimination based on gender identity in a person’s admssion 1o or treatment in any place of public accommodation. The law requires
any suct place hat has separate ereas for meles and letnates (stch as restrooms) to aflow access to and full use of those reas cossislent wiih a person’s gender
ideritity. The fzw also prohibits (hs umer of manager of a place of public aczommodalion from using adverising of signage Ihal discrimnates on the bzsis of
qgender identity.

This kaw sirects the state Comenission Against Discrimination to adopt rutes or policies and rake fecommandations to carry out this fzw. The baw also
direcls Ihe state Attorney General o issue regulations or guidance on referring for tegal action any person who asserts gendst identily for an impraper purpuse.

The provisions of this law governing access 1o placss of public accommodation are effective as of Oclober 1, 2016, The termaining provisions are effectiva as of
July 8, 2016.

A YES VOTEviould keep in place t7e current law, which prohibits discriminalion on the basis of gender identily in places of public accommodation.  YES @)
A NO VOTEwould repeal tsis frovision of the public accommodation faw.
NO O
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